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REPORT, 



I HE Society for Mitigating and gradually Abolishing 
the State of Slavery throughout the British Dominions 
held its first Meeting on the 31st January 1823, and soon 
after commenced its operations. 

After a lapse of sixteen months, it seems incumbent on 
the Committee, to whw the conduct of its affairs was 
then delegated, to render to their constituents an account 
of the manner in which they have discharged their trust. 

It will be proper to bring to the recollection of the 
Subscribers the precise objects for which the Society was 
instituted. They are clearly expressed in the following 
' Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted at its first 
Meeting, viz. 

"That the individuals composing the present Meeting 
are deeply impressed with the magnitude and num- 
ber of the evils attached to the system of Slavery 
vi^hich prevails in many of the Colonies of Great 
Britain, a system which appears to be opposed to 
the spirit and precepts of Christianity, as well as re- 
pugnant to every dictate of natural humanity and 
justice. 

" That they long indulged a hope, that the great mea- 
sure of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, for which 
an Act of the Legislature was passed in 1807, after 
a struggle of twenty years, would have tended ra- 
pidly to the mitigation and gradual extinction of 
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Nc^ro bondage in the British Colonies, Ami that in 
this hope they have been painfully disappointed ; and 
after a lapse of sixteen years they have still to deplore 
the almost undiminished prevalence of the very evils 
which it was one great object of the Abolition to 
remedy. 

" That under these circumstances they feel themselves 

* 

called upon by the most binding considerations of 
their duty as Christians, by their best sympathies as 
men, and by their solicitude to maintain unimpaired 
the high reputation and the solid prosperity of their 
country, to exert themselves, in their separate and 
collective capacity, in furthering this most important 
object, and in endeavouring by all prudent.and law- 
ful means to mitigate and eventually to abolish the 
Slavery existing in our Colonial possessions. 
That an Association be now formed, to be called 
<The Society for Mitigating and gradually Abo- 
lishing the State of Slavery throughout the British 
Dominions and that a Subscription be entered into 
for that purpose." 
Your Committee having been appointed to carry these 
objects into elfect, proceeded to diffuse, as widely as pos- 
sible, information respecting the nature and effects of 
Colonial bondage. Mr. Wilberforce*s " Appeal in be- 
half of the Negro Slaves in the West Indiesr," and 
Mr. Clarkson's " Thoughts on the Necessity of Improv- 
ing their Condition, with a view to Emancipation," were 
circulated to a large extent. And it was a source of sa- 
tisfaction to your Committee, that, in taking the field 
against Colonial Slavery, they were thus enabled to pro- 
ceed under the conduct of the same veteran Champions 
who had first led the baf.tle against the African Slave 
Trade, and who had pursued it to its final extinction. 
To these invaluable works were added various others, 
illustrative of the injustice and inhumanity, as well as the 
impolicy, of Colonial Slavery. The effect which they 
produced was considerable ; and in a short time nunie- 
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roiis Petitions were addressed to Parliament from all 
parts of the country, praying for the gr«idual extinction 
of Negro bondage. 

On the 15th May, 1823, the subject was brought before 
the House of Commons by Mr. Buxton ; and after a long 
and interesting debate, which lias been published by 
your Committee, the following Resolutions, proposed by 
Mr. Canning as an Amendment to Mr. Buxton^s Motion, 
were unanimously adopted by the House, viz. 

1st. " That it is expedient, to adopt effectual and de- 
cisive measures for meliorating the condition of the 
Slave Population in His Majesty's Colonies. 
2nd. " That through a determined and persevering but 
judicious and temperate enforcement of such mea- 
sures, this House looks forward to a progressive im- 
provement in the character of the Slave Population, 
such as may prepare them for a participation in those 
civil rights and privileges, which are enji.yed by 
other classes of His Majesty's subjects. 
3rd. That this House is anxious for the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose, at the earliest period that may 
be compatible with the well-being of the Slaves, the 
safety of the Colonies, and with a fair and equitable 
consideration of the interests of all parties concerned 
therein. 

4th. " That these Resolutions be laid before His Ma- 
jesty." 

As these Resolutions, thus proposed by Mr. Canning 
with the declared sanction of His Maje&ty's Governmentj 
and with the acquie^icence also of the whole body of West 
Indians in Parliament, recognised explicitly the very 
principles on which your Committee proceeded, and 
pointed unambiguously to the very consummation at 
which they aimed; it was thougitt right by the Mover, 
and those who acted with him, to concur in adopting them ; 
more especially as His Majesty's Ministers, in proposing 
to take the work of reform into their own hands, signified 
their intention of carrying into early effect many of the 

B 2 
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specific measures of improvement which had been con- 
templated by your Committee. 

In their Circular Address of August 1823, giving a 
detailed account of these proceedings, your Committee, 
while they expre?sed their satisfaction that the Govern- 
ment and Parliament should have so clearly recognised 
tlie principles embodied ia these Resolutions, could not 
refrain at the same time from expressing their regret, 
that the proposed plans of reform, instead of being made 
the subject of Parliamentary enactment, should have been 
referred to the deliberation and decision of the Colonial 
Authorities. This circumstance tended greatly to damp 
the hopes which the favourable disposition of His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers was calculated to inspire. Past expe- 
rience seemed to discourage the hope of effectual coope- 
ration, on the part of the Colonists, in any plan which had 
in view the termination of Slavery. 

-The Committee, therefore, as well as the advocates of 
their cause in Parliament, distinctly stated their appre- 
hensions, that this niode of proceeding would lead only 
to delay ana disappointment. They were of opinion, in- 
deed, that ill no way were the alarms on the subject of 
insurrection, which had been so industriously raised, more 
likely to be realized, than by submitting the meditated 
mitigations of the Slave system to discussion within the 
Colonies, instead of transmitting them thither in the shape 
of laws to be obeyed. And even if such a reference 
should produce no positive evil, they feared that it 
would at least be fruitless of any substantial good. 

The event has seemed to justify these apprehensions. 
The instructions of His Majesty's Government on this 
subject to the Colonial Authorities, as contained in Lorii 
Batliurst's circular letters of the 28th May and 9th July 
1823, were framed in an unexceptionable spirit of mode- 
-r^tion, and were directed to objects of the very highest 
importance ; and had they been carried into effect, would 
have produced a most beneficial effect on the condition of 
the Slaves. Theso instructions, however, honourable as 
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they were to ihe Govenimenl, were mel in some cases by 
refiistil, and in others by menaces of resistance. In a few 
of the smaller Colonies, they have been treated with 
less of outward disrespect ; and a disposition has even 
been professed to comply with His Lordship's suggestions; 
l)ut your Committee have not heard that any legislative 
measures have yet beea adopted for carrying them into 
effect. It is to be -presumed, that had such laws been 
enacted, they would have been laid before Parliament 
without delay. The Slave Law of St. Vincent, passed 
in 1820, has been represented, indeed, as containing great 
improvements, and as having even anticipated moc^t of 
Lord Bathurst's suggestions : but on examining it, this 
statement will be f )und to be altogether erroneous i it 
proves to be nearly a transcript of the last consolidated 
Slave Law of Jamaica; and, like that law, it leaves the 
great evils of the Colonial system untouched*. 

Even in those Colonies wher^^ the power of making 
laws is vested immediately and wholly in the Crown, the 
reforms proposed by HJs Majesty's Government, having 
been submitted to the pirevious consideration of the local 
authorities, experienced the same opposition and delay 
as in the Colonies possessing legislative Assemblies of 
their own. 

It was no more than might have been expected, that 
while a chance remained of dissuading or deterring the 
Government from perseverance in its purposes of reform, 
the proprietors of Slaves filling offices in the Colonies 
would not be sparing of their objections, nor the White 
population in general of their clamours and alarms. And 
even if Governors or public bodies, acting in the Colonies, 
were perfectly well disposed to carry those reforms into 
effect, they would still find that the delegation of legislative 
power on topics so delicate was a burden hard to be sus- 
tained. An imperative order would relieve them from 

embarrassment ; whilst a discretional authority could not 

■* 1. 1. . ■. . I. ..I . I 1 11 1.1. 1 ,1 1 . III II. M 

* See for an account of the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, the 
Appendix to the Debate of May 15, 1323, p. 148, &c. 
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be exercised, in opposition to local prejudices and pas- 
sions, without saci i^cos of a very painful kind. 

The proceedings of popular Meetings in some of the 
Colonies, and the calamitous events in Demerara, too 
clearly illustrate the danger of such a mode of proceeding. 

And while this danger was obvious, it seemed no less ob- 
vious, that if the supreme power of the State had at once 
authoritatively prescribed the course to be pursued, there 
would have been no grouhd to apprehend any inconve- 
nient results. To suppose that the Slaves would rebel 
against the Government, bec£^use it had taken measures 
for alleviating the rigours of their condition, would be 
absurd and irrational. Was there any thing, for in- 
stance, in the gift of Sunday as a day of rest ; or in the 
mitigation of corporal punishment ; or in the removal 
of restraints on manumission ; or in the admission of their 
evidence in Courts of Justice, which could have a ten- 
dency to promote discontent and insurrection among the 
Slaves? 

Had the mode of authoritative enactment, therefore, 
been adopted, instead of that of mere recommendation, 
the probability appears to be, that the effect would have 
been submission on the part of the Planters, and grati- 
tude on the part of the Slaves. The cause of the mis- 
chief which actually occurred in Demerara, though grossly 
misrepresented at first, is Bow clearly ascertained. The 
evidence on the trial of Mr. Smith the Missionary, and on 
that of the Slaves implicated in the insurrection, shows 
that the proximate cause of that unhappy event was the 
delay of the Colonial Authorities in giving publicity and 
effect to the measures Of grace recommended by His Ma- 
jesty's Government. The Slaves learnt that the supreme 
authority of the State had transmitted certain Regulations 
for thieir protection and comfort, the benefit of which 
they werQ^led to apprehend was withheld from them by 
the opposition of their masters. The expected good was 
also, it may be presumed, mao^nified by the mist of secrecy 
in which it was enveloped. It was supposed by some to 



be n Kifl of freedom, and the unfortunate men imairined 
that the oppression under which they groaned was no 
longer warranted by law. 

On the whole, little doubt can now be entertained, that 
Slot only has much evil arisen from having submitted the 
proposed reforms in the Slave system to Colonial delibe- 
ration, but that no substantial good could reasonably have 
been expected, or is to be looked for in future, from such 
a course. In the Mother Country alone can laws on this 
subject bo effectually, and at the same time safely, made. 

To the whole of this reasoning, however, it has been 
speciously objected, that the mere enactment of laws by 
the Mother Country would not secure their execution in 
the Colonies 5 and that if the Colonists, to whom the exe- 
cution must be confided, are decidedly adverse to their 
object, they must necessarily become as inoperative as 
the various meliorating Acts already passed by the Colo^' 
nial Legislatures, and which, it has been admitted, have 
proved, from the first, little more than a dead letter. 

The Committee are ready to admit, that, in existing 
circumstances, there is much force in this objection. If 
the administration of justice in the Colonies is to remain 
in its present state ; if Governors, and J udges, and Fis- 
cals, and Attorneys General, are to be still hit to depend 
on the Planters for their salaries and emoluments; and 
if moreover many of those functionaries should be allowed 
to continue, as now, considerable Slave owners, and 
therefore swayed by the combined force of interest and 
prejudice to favour existing abusef?, it must in that case be 
conceded, that the best Isiws are likely to prove useless. 

In reply, however, to this very formidable argument 
against the legislative interposition of Parliament, it 
might easily be shown that there are many measures which 
Parliament might adopt, with a view to ameliorate the 
state of Slavery, which would not require, in order to give 
them effect, the concurrence of either. Colonial Magis- 
trates or Colonial J uries. 

But tjhe objection admits of a still more comprehensive 
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answer ; namely, that it is a part of the general plan of 
improvement whicli the Government contemplates, to re- 
form the executive and judicial administration of the Ccb* 
ionies. The strong and decisive reasons which previ- 
ously existed for rescuing Governors, Judges, and other 
public functionaries, from a state of dependence on the 
favour of Colonial Assemblies, and for excluding from 
those offices the proprietors of Slaves, have been amply 
confirmed and illustrated by the transactions of the past 
year. But when a salutary change shall have been ef- 
fected in these important points of Colonial policy, there 
is lio ground to apprehend that laws enacted by the Bri- 
tish Parliament, and armed with proper sanctions, will 
not prove eflectual to their object. f 

For many years it was a standing argument against the 
measure of abolishing the Slave Trade by an Act of Par- 
liament, that it would be impossible to carry that Act 
into effect, in the Colonies, against the feelings and inter- 
ests of the whole community. But the execution of the 
law was, in this instance, committed to the Vi<;e-Admi- 
ralty Courts, which were wholly independent of the Colo- 
nial Authorities ; and West Indians not only do not deny 
•that the law has been elfectual, but they affirm that it 
has never been violated. 

If then, on their own admission, it has been found pos- 
sible, by the simple expedient of committing the execu- 
tion of the law to independent tribunals, to give effect 
to a measure which was so universally obnoxious to the 
Colonists as the abolition of the Slave Trade, Parlia- 
ment need not to be deterred from passing laws for the 
mitigation of Slavery, by a fear of their proving inopera- 
tive, while it has the power, by contemporaneous provi- 
sions, of giving to the Courts of J ustice, and to the public 
functionaries, that independence which will go far to se- 
cure the due execution of its enactments, and without 
which no enactments can be of any use. 

It has been contended, however, that the British Par- 
liament has no right to interfere with the internal concerns 
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of the Colonies, at least of those which have Legislative 
Assemblies of their own. But even if the right of inter- 
ference were not essential to the very notion of supre- 
macy in the Parent State ; if it were not expressly re- 
served to Parliament in the very declaratory Act which 
renounces the right of taxation ; if it - had not been acted 
upon in a multitude of instances, from the first formation 
of our Colonies down to the present time ; and if it were 
not recognised by every Statesman and every Jurist, the 
reason and the moral necessity of the case would still be 
decisive. We give to the Slave owners a monopoly of 
our markets at an annual cost of at least a million and a 
half ; and we employ our fleets and armies to keep their 
Slaves in subjection. We involve ourselves, ' therefore, 
directly as well as indirectly, in the guilt of every op- 
pression which it requires force to maintain ; and yet the 
Colonists would deny to this country the liberty of con- 
trolling and correcting the system-it thus upholds. 

A threat, indeed, has been held out, that if Parliament 
should attempt to legislate for the Slaves, Jamaica would 
renounce her allegiance. But no one who is acquainted 
with the circumstances of that island, will consider such 
a threat as deserving of serious notice. Its execution 
might be shown to be absolutely impossible It will be 
recollected, too, that threats of the same kind were as 
loudly uttered on former occasions, and that with the 
weak and timid they had their effect. They were em- 
ployed to prevent the abolition of the Slave Trade, The 
moment, however, that that measure became the law of 
the land, the previous violence of the Colonists (those 
of Jamaica included) was hushed, and in a short time the 
current of feeling was so changed, that the Colonists and 
the Colonial Authorities seemed to vie with each other 
in applauding the very measui^ which they had so re- 
cently denounced, and even threatened to resist, as ruin- 
ous to their interests and destructive to their rights. 
The Committee do not allude to this rapid change of sen- 



* See Note I, at the end of the Report. 
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tinient und conduct for any purpose of reproach; but 
they adduce it as an important fact, which affords strong 
ground to expect a similar result in the present case. 
The day, they trusty is not far distant when Slavery will 
find as few advocates within the British Dominions, as 
the Slave Trade finds at the present moment. 

The efforts which have been made to introduce a re- 
form of the Slave system, have been encountered on this, 
as on former occasions, by the most alarming anticipa- 
tions of insurrection in the West Indies, which has been 
represented as the natural and necessary consequence, 
not merely of Parliamentary interference, but even of 
public discussion in this country, respecting the condition 
of the Slave* But what are the facts of the case ? 

It will be recollected, that last year when the question 
of Slavery was first agitated, in Parliament, its agitation 
was strongly objected to by the West Indians, both at 
home and abroad, on the ground of this apprehended 
danger. And yet so little were the Colonists themselves 
affected by the consideration, that their own newspapers, 
over the conduct of which they possess a complete con- 
troul, have ever since been filled with the most violent 
declamations on the subject. Those very discussions, 
which, when they took place in this country, were de- 
nounced as sure to produce the most disastrous results 
in the West Indies, have been uniformly republished and 
circulated in the newspapers of the different Colonies, 
although these are the only eources of intelligence which 
commonly meet the eye even of the White population, 
or to which the other classes, whether free or Slaves, who 
can read, have access. Nay, the instructions of Earl 
Bathurst himself, which embodied the proposed reforms 
of the Slave system almost in the form of a Mandate from 
His Majesty, were published at length in the Colonial 
Journals, accompanied by acrimonious and inflammatory 
comments, and, in some cases, by an avowal, on the part 
of the Planters, of a determination to resist to the utmost 
the benevolent intentions of the King and the Parliament 
towards their Slaves. And these various inflammatory 
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publications took place the West Indies, long before 
the specific nature of Lord Bathurst's instructions ivas 
known either to your Committee or to the British public^ 
to whom they were first communicated through the me- 
dium of the Colonial press. It is surely too much, then, 
for the West Indians, under such circumstances, to ob- 
ject to the public discussion of Slavery in England, as 
pregnant with danger to the peace of the Colonies. For 
if there was any ground for the apprehensions of danger 
which they profess to entertain, it is too obvious a con- 
clusion to have been overlooked by them, that that danger 
was immeasurably enhanced by transferring the same dis- 
cusition, only conducted in a far more vehement and in- 
flammatory style, to the very region and atmosphere of 
Slavery, The mischief in question also, if mischief there 
were, was in this case incurred without any rational ob- 
ject. In this country public discussion is necessary ; for 
how otherwise is the public attention to be engaged, or 
the expression of the national sentiment to be called forth ? 
How are even the Ministers of the Crown themselves to 
be enabled to pursue their own liberal views on this great 
subject,— beset as they are by the solicitations and remon- 
strances of Colonial Proprietors and their adherents, 
powerful in Parliamentary influence, and acting with 
c(mcert and perseverance, — if the' friends of reformation 
are to be silent, and to depend on the mora! strength of 
their case alone, unaided by the public voice ? This less 
obtrusive course had been pursued for many years prior 
to the formation of this Society ; and what was the result ? 
What was done for the unfortunate Slaves, subsequently 
to the abolition of the Slave Trade, in any of the Colo- 
nies, even in those in which the whole legislative power 
rested with the Crown ? Shall we then pronounce public 
discussion in this country to be unnecessary ? 

In the Colonies, however, no similar necessity for pub- 
lic discussion, through the medium of the press, can be 
alleged to exist. There no difference of opinion appears 
to be entertained on this subject ; none at least dares to 
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show itself. The Planters resident in (he Colonies seein 
all agreed thaC Slavery ougfht to be maintained for ever. 
To agitate the question there is, therefore, most needlessly 
and gratuitously to provoke the evil they affect to dread. 
At least, while they thus act, they ought not to tell us, at 
the saiT^** moment, that by agitating the subject at the di- 
stance of four or five thousand miles, we are exciting in- 
surrection, conflagration, and massacre. 

Besides, if the events passing at so great a distance 
were likely to produce an injurious effect on the slaves, 
for example, of Jamaica, how has it happened that the 
existence of Hayti, almost within their view, should have 
hitherto exercised no perceptible influence upon them ? 
Such a result might fairly ha ^ e been anticipated ; and yet 
it does not appear that the vicinity of Hayti, with all its 
insurrectionary lessons, (whatever the recent ceaseless 
and vehement agitation of the question of Slavery in the 
Colonial Journals may have effected,) has overproduced 
any material sensation among the Slaves. It is therefore 
obviously going too far, to represent mere discussion in 
this country as calculated to endanger the public tran- 
quillity and to excite insurrection among theme 

But we are told that plots and seditious conspiracies 
have occurred in Jamaica ; and that these have pro- ^ 
ceeded from the rash and misdirected efforts of this So- 
ciety. But, not to mention the exaggeration to which 
fear, even when honest, almost always gives rise, and 
which is sure to be increased when, as in the present case, 
interest, passion and prejudice add their united influence ; 
it may safely be affirmed that, in every case where plots 
and conspirrxies have really occurred in that island, it 
would be much more rational to ascribe them to the in- 
flammatory publications of the Colonial Journalists, to 
the intemperance of the Parochial Meetings, and to the 
loudly avowed determination of the Planters not to act 
on the recommendation of His Majesty's Government for 
improving the condition of their Slaves, than to the pro- 
ceedings of a Society of which the Slaves could not know 
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any thing but through channels wholly under the con- 
Iroul of their masters. 

In point of fact, however, the Committee have as yet 
seen nothing to convince them that any such evils have 
occurred in Jamaica. Ten or twelve Slaves, indeed, have 
been tried and executed in that island as conspirators 
against its peace. But your Committee are not aware 
that any one ov^rt act of rebellion has ever been proved, 
or has even been alleged to have taken place there. 

Some persons of colour, subjects of His Majesty, have 
also been seized and forcibly transported from the island 
as conspirators, without a trial, and without the specifi- 
cation of any offence. These men, born in Jamaica, 
and possessing property there, were forcibly torn from 
their wives and families, and exiled as felons, without 
any adequate cause being assigned for this outrage. 
They have since made their way to England, and are at 
this moment seeking redress for their wrongs, and the re- 
paration of their ruined fortunes. 

As for the rumoured conspiracies in other islands, 
namely, in St. Lucia, Trinidad, and Dominica, there has 
not only occurred no act of violence to justify the belief 
of them, but there has not even occurred, as in Jamaica, 
the trial or condemnation of a single Slave for entertain- 
ing rebellious purposes, or for that crime peculiar to the 
West-India Statute Book, of " imagining the death of a 
White man." 

No political manoeuvre, however, is more easy or safe 
than pretences of plots in societies like those of the 
West Indies. During every period of the Slave Trade 
controversy, they were resorted to as convenient means 
of defence against the proposed abolition of that traffic. 
It would have been strange, tlierefore, if there had been 
any dearth of them at a time when such alarms were 
likely to be regarded as the best expedient to avert the 
deprecated reformation of a system in which almost all 
the Colonists supposed their interests as well as their 
character to be more or less involved. 
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One conspiracy, indeed, though of a most shallow and 
inartificial texture, appears to have been actually formed, 
and one insurrection has most calamitously taken place, 
namely, that of which the public has heard so much, — 
the of the Slaves in Demerara. In that Colony 

there were some peculiar predisposing causes to such an 
event, arising from the pre-eminent harshness of the 
Slave system prevailing there, and from the religious 
persecutions to which, in addition to all their other suf- 
ferings, many of the Slaves were subjected in the course 
of the last year. While the irritation produced by this 
state of things was at its height, the Negroes learnt that 
His Majesty had instructed the Colonial Government to 
adopt certain measures for alleviating the rigours*i)f their 
condition. Instead of experiencing, however, the ex- 
pected alleviations, there is reason to fear that they found 
the hardship of their state rather increased than dimi- 
nished. However this may have been, it was natural 
that they should be anxious to obtain clearer information 
on a subject which to them was of extreme importance. 
It seems to have been chiefly wlcn this view that, on the 
18th of August 1823, the Slaves of a particular district 
agreed to strike work ; and, in order to secure themselves 
against the vigorous measures of repression which they 
reasonably anticipated, they forcibly seized such arms as 
they could procure on tlie plantations, and confined in 
the stocks several managers and overseers. The arms, 
however, appear to have been seized chiefly to prevent 
their being turned against themselves ; and it is the tes- 
timony of Governor Murray himself, writing on the 
aeth of August 1823, when affairs had already assumed 
a " peaceable aspect,'* that he had " not heard of any 
Whites having been deliberately murdered by the mis- 
guided Slaves." On one plantation where the Whites 
resisted, two of them were killed. But it does not ap- 
pear that, except in this instance, the insurgents took 
the life of a single individual, or that they demolished a 
single house, or set fire to a single cane piece. 
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And even in the excepted case which has been men- 
tioned, Ihe Committee are credibly informed that several 
of the insurgents were killed by shots from the house 
before they returned the fire, and that when ihey had 
succeeded in entering* the house, they spared the lives of 
the master and mistress, who fell into their hands, (the 
latter of whom had been slightly wounded,) and did not 
afterwaFds inflict on them the slightest personal hurt. 

Here, then, we have a servile insurrection, divested of 
almost all those acts of rapine and bloodshed by which 
such events have usually been characterized ; an insur* 
vection much more analogous to those tumults which oc- 
casionally occur among workmen in this country, when 
they conceive themselves to have been aggrieved by their 
employers, than to a traitorous conspiracy or rebellion of 
Slaves. 

The case, however, was otherwise viewed in Demerarv^. 
Notwithstanding the moderation and forbearance, pre- 
viously unexampled, with which the refractoiT^ Slaves 
conducted themselves, seei^ing neither to take away life 
nor to destroy property, their insubordination was vi- 
sited with a tremendous vengeance. How many hun- 
dreds were slaughtered without resistance in theiield, or 
hunted down by the Indians, who were called in to pur- 
sue them in their flight into the woods and swamps; how 
many on being taken were shot without the ceremony of a 
trial, ^ or have since been executed by the sentence of 
Courts Martial ; and how many more have had the ilesh 
torn from their quivering limbs by cruel whippings, to the 
extent even of a thousand lashes, we have not accurately 
heard. But if the irregular proceedings and refractory 
conduct of the Slaves in this instance ; if their impatience 
to know what were those alleviations of their condition 
which the reported benevolence of their Sovereign 
really designed for them ; could only have been expiated 
by such a prodigality of blood, what can we imagine 
would have been the nature and extent of the punish- 
ments to which they would have been subjected, had 



16 



they added to the crime of insubordination tliose of con- 
flagration and massacre 'i 

The limits of a Report will not allow the Committee 
to d well on the circumstances attending the trials of those 
unhappy persons : they appear to them to have been con- 
ducted with an extraordinary disregard of the customary 
forms of judicial proceeding. The public, however, 
has a fair opportunity of appreciating the spirit in which 
justice was likely to be administered to these Slaves, by 
the ample details published respecting another trial, 
that of Mr. Smith, the Missionary, upon which sucli 
a flood of light has been thrown by the recent discus- 
sions in the House of Commons. In the case of that 
deeply injured individual, who, as White man, came 
within the pale of Colonial privilege, every recognised 
principle of law and justice was grossly and openly vio- 
lated. And if, in his case, which i'c must have been known 
.would attract considerable notice as well as excite deep 
interest in this country, and in which a man of talents 
and information, aided, for a part at least of his (rial, 
by Counsel, had to defend himself from charges utterly 
groundless ; if, in such a case, all those principles have 
been so palpably and flagrantly outraged ; what measure 
of fairness and impartiality was to be expected in the case 
of wretched and ignorant Slaves, standing pinioned be- 
fore their judges, unacquainted with the Englishjan- 
guage, uninformed of the speciSc charges against them 
until they were placed at the bar, and wholly unaided 
by legal advice ? This is indeed a most affecting con- 
sideration. 

It is obviously impossible for the Committee, in tius 
Report, to enter into an exposition of Mr. Smith's case; 
nor is it now necessary. It is one, the enormity of which 
early riveted the public attention, and which, havijig 
been brought under the consideration of Parliament by 
an honourable gentleman, Mr. Brougham, one of the 
Vice Presidents of this Society, emii^ently qualified to 
exhibit its real nature, has produced throughout the coun- 
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try one concurrent sentiment of inilignation nndiibhor- 
fence. It would be vain for the Committee even to at- 
tempt to pay to that distinguished Senator, and to his 
honoured associates in the tasit of vindicating the fame of 
this traduced and persecuted Missionary, the tribute of 
praise to which they are entitled. Their efforts will live 
in the hearts of a grateful people, who have to count it 
among the blessings of the highest order with which 
Providence has crowned their lot, that they number 
among them men, so richly endowed, who are willing to 
devote their superior powers and. attainments to expose 
oppression, and to vindicate in every corner of the Bri- 
tish Empire the reign of law and justice and humanity. 

The Committee ciin not, however, entirely quit this sub- 
ject without marking in the strongest manner the detest- 
ation they feel, in conimon with the community at large, 
of the cruelty and injustice of which that excellent indi- 
vidual Mr. Smith has been the victim ; and expressing 
also their deep and cordial sympathy with his atHicted 
widow, for whose benefit they trust that an ample Sub- 
scription will be raised by the public. 

It would be unpardonable not to add a tribute of ap- 
plause to one most reypectable and meritorious Colonist 
of Demerara, the Rev. Mr. Austin, a Clergyman of the 
Church of England, who, though connected with the Go- 
vernment as its Chaplain, and employed by it on a Com- 
mission of Inquiry, one main object of which was to find 
matter of inculpation against Mr» Smith, was so far from 
lending himself to the work of persecution that, becoming 
convinced of the innocence of that devoted Missionary, 
he fearlessly gave an upright and honourable testimony 
in his favour ; and afterwards, with singular courage and 
generosity, opposed himself to a torrent of popular rage 
and prejudice, in order to prevent, by the avowal of his 
undisguised opinion, the eifusion of innocent blood. 

In these transactions, and in others which ha ve occurred 
elsewhere, your Committee have the pain to recognise 
not merely a disregard of the ordinary rules of law and 

c 
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of the principles of Justice, but a spirit hostile to the 
amelioration and improvement of the condition of the 
Negro population, and especially to their religious in- 
struction. * . 

This spirit has, if possible, been still more slrongljr 
marked in th'^ island of Barbadoes than even in Derae- 
rara itself, Your Committee here allude to the shame- 
ful optrages and persecutions which the Methodist Mi^r 
sionary, Mri Bbrewsbury, experiencied at the hands of the 
White population of that island,"and which are likely to 
become the subject of parliamentary investigation. 

The circumstances which have been a]luded to have 
certainly ti^iided to damp still more the hope of any effectual 
concurrenf;e on the part of the West Indian Assemblies, 
or other Colonial bodies, in the work of reformation. 
The. Committee are most happy at the same time to be 
able to point out many exceptions to this too prevalent dis- 
position. Many individual proprietors, as well as some 
of the Colonial Assemblies, seem actuated by a differ^i|t 
spirit, in regard to religious instruction, from the inhabit-^ 
ants of Demerara and Barbadoes ; aftd the desire to im- 
part the blessings of Christianity to their Slaves appears to 
be extending itself among them. May it increase more and 
more, and may its effects be more generally manifested ! 

Your Committee will now proceed to lay before the 
Meeting the proceedings which have taken place in Par- 
liament on this momentous subject d uring the , presept 
Session. , 

The following reference was made to it in His Ma- 
jesty's Speech at the opening of the Session : 

" His Majesty has commanded us to acquaint you that 
he has not been inattentive to fchv^ deisire expressed by the ^ 
House of Commons in the last Session of Parliament, 
that means should be devised for amelioi^ating the condi. 
tion of the Negro Slaves in the West Indies. 

" His Majesty has directed the necessary information 
relating to this subject to be laid before you. 

*^ His Majesty is confident that you will afford your 
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hrm attention and assistance to any proposition which 
may bts submitted to you for promoting the moral im- 
provement of the Neg^roes, by an extended plan of reli- 
gious instruction, and by such other measures as may gra- 
dually conduce to the same end. 

" But His Majesty earnestly recommends to you, to 
treat the whole subject vrith the calmness ^nd the disci 
tion which it demands. 

" It is a subject perplexed with difficulties which no 
sudden effort can disentangle. . 

^* To excite exaggerated expectations in those who 
are the objects of your benevolence, would be as fatal" to 
their welfare as to that of th'jir employers ; and His 
Majesty assures himself you will bear in mind that, in the 
correcHom of a long-standing and complicated system, ih 
which the fortunes and the safety of large classes of His 
Majesty's subjects iare involved, that course of prbccedihg 
is alone likely to attain pi^actical good, and io avoid ag- 
gravation of evil, in ^hich due regard sMl be (paid to 
considerations of justice, and in which caution gihall 
temper' zeal." 

On the 16th of March the papers alluded to in the 
King's Speech were laid before Parliament; and on 
that day Mr. Canning in the House of Commbns, and 
Lord Bathurst in the House of Lords^ delivered a 'de- 
tailed statement respecting the proceeding^ and iiitetiti^tis 
of Government on the subject of Colonial Slavery. Ah 
Order of the King in Council was laid upon the table, 
prescribing various measures of reform which ithad b^eti 
determined to institute, with as little delay as possible, in 
the island of Triaidad. As it is professedly the model 
by which all ulterior measures of Colonial reform iare to 
be regulated, it would have become the duty of your Com- 
mittee to examine at length the nature and effects of the 
various provisions of this Order in Council, if the present 
occasion would have admitted of their doing so. But al- 
though the details of this examination must of necessity 
be reserved for another opportunity^ the Committee 
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would now brieHy state that the proposed regulations ap- 
pear to them to be founded on right principles, and to 
constitute important practical improvements of the ex- 
isting systiini ; «ot, however, without many defects, which 
the Committee hope may, on a proper representation of 
. the case, be remedied. In the mean time it is satisfactory, 
to remark the unequivocal admission of the general cor- 
rectness of the statements, promulgated by the Committee 
on the subject of Slavery, which this measure implies. 
Upwards of a year of strenuous /controversy has passed 
jsince the system of colonial bondage was brought into 
disc^ission in Parliament. Every assertion which the 
opponents of that system ventured to make, has been 
keenly contested. The King's. Ministers have had the 
opportunity of weighing the conflicting testimony of the 
adverse parties, as well as of ascertaining, by official in- 
yentigatinns, the true state of the case ; and though they 
have pronounced no express decision on the various points 
in controversy, they have adopted resolutions, and issued 
orders and instructions, which virtually admit the exists 
ence of most of the evils with which the system was 
charged. 

If the Reforms, however, prescribed by this Order in 
Council were confined to Trinidad, not more than about 
a fortieth part of the Slave population in the British do- 
rainions would be benefited. But it is the declared inten- 
tion of His Majesty's Ministers to extend the same system 
to St. Lucie, Demerara, Berbice, and the Mauritius ; 
and also, as far as it has not been already anticipated, to 
the Gape of Good Hope, These six Colonies compre- 
hend a population of about 220,000 Slaves, But even 
after these have become the subjects of this amended 
system, there wil! still remain about 600,000 Slaves, re- 
siding in Colonies which have local legislatures, whom the 
proposed reforms by Royal Authority will not reach. 
It seems to be the present purpose of His Majesty's Go- 
vernment to proceed with these Colonies in the way of 
recommendation and example. The Trinidad Order in 
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Council is to be presented to them as a model for their 
imitation, and they are to be invited to copy it. When the 
Committee, however, look back to the history of the last 
36 years, or even to the transactions of the last 12 months, 
they find it difficult to indulge a hope that the Assemblies 
will accede, in any effectual way, to such improvements as 
these; or that they will concur in such further measures 
for the gradual abolition of Slavery itself, as His Majesty's 
Ministers have it in contemplation hereafter to adopt. In- 
deed it cannot be expected that the Colonists should will- 
ingly promote an end which they continue loudly and 
peremptorily to declare to be absolutt^ ruin to all their in- 
terests. And certainly the success which they seem to 
think, though we believe on no just ground, has attended 
their clamours, is not likely to check, but rather to en- 
courage, that spirit of resistance which they have mani- 
fested, and which nothing but a fear of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of Parliament, and calling into action its com- 
pulsory powers, is likely effectually to restrain. 

What measures His Majesty's Government will adopt 
in case of that continued resistance whkh your Committee 
anticipate, it remains to be seen. In the mean time their 
language implies that they mean to wait in the expecta- 
tion of soon finding in the Assemblies a more respectful 
and complying disposition. 

The Committee will most sincerely rejoice should this 
expectation be realized. The condemnation, however, 
of the benevolent purposes of Government, continues to 
be too loud and indignant to justify the hope of the early 
and effectual co-operation of the Colonial Assemblies. 
And let it not be forgotten that the delay thus produced, 
to the length of which there is no express limit, is of it- 
self a great ievil. Besides the dangers to be apprehended 
from suspense and agitation^ the nation contracts addi- 
tional guilt by the unnecessaTy postponement of those 
reforms, the moral obligation of which has been unequr- 
vocally admitted. The delay is also a real calamity to 
the great mass of the Slave population. Your Committer) 



can discover no good reason for withholding from the 
Slaves in the other islands the same alleviaiions, at the 
least, which have been granted to those in Trinidad. 
They can see no good reason, for instance, why women 
should still continue liable to be shamelessly exposed and 
flogged in Jamaica, Barbadoes, &c. ; why the driving 
whip should be still employed there; why marrsage 
should still be without any legal sanction m these Colo- 
nies ; why facilities should not be given there also to ma- 
numissions; and why the exclusion of the evidence of 
Slaves should continue to be upheld ihere in all its rigour, 
making it confessedly imi^ossible to give to apparently 
protecting laws their just ejBfect. 

The friends of Colonial Reform are accused of impa- 
tience and precipitation. They are told that an evil 
wliich is the growth of ages cannot be cured in an hour, 
and tlhiat the termination of Slavery, in order to be safe, 
must be very slowly progressive. 

But admitting this proposition, the duty is so much the 
more urgent to' commence the necessary work without 
delay ; and it has not even been pretended that what may 
be safely done in Trinidad or Berbice, is altogether un- 
safe in St. Vincent's, Barbadoes or Jamaica. 

The argument for delay, which has been drawn from 
the alleged inveteracy and antiquity of the evil to be 
cured, appears however to your Committee to have no 
force whatever when applied to the case of infant or un- 
born Slave.?, or even to Colonies of recent formation. 
What indeed, in the oldest Colonies, constitutes the ob- 
stacle to Emancipation, but the effects produced by the 
habits of Slavery on the character of the individual who 
has been long subjected to it ? To prepare the Slaves for 
the proper use of freedom, is not more difficult because 
Slavery has existed for ages, than if it had first begun at 
their birth. It is idle therefore to talk of Slavery being 
an ancient institution, or of its having beeii known in all 
i)ges and countries, as if these circumstances augmented 
the difficulties or the necessary delays of its termination 
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in the Coloiucs of Great Britain. Su to reason against 
those who chiefly aim at the freedom of the rising gene^ 
ration, and of children yet unborn, is altogether irrelevant 
and misplaced. If there really exist tiny evils tor the 
cure of which a single generation is' not sufficient, let 
them be pointed out; and in the mean time be it recol- 
lected^ that the difficulty of curing a moral malady, when 
inveterate, is clearly the strongest argument, not for de- 
lay, but for speed, in checlsing its further progression. 

Another argumentj which has been most strongly in- 
sisted upon by West Indians and their advocates, has 
been, that little in the way of industry is to be expected 
from the voluntary exertions of emancipated Slaves. It 
would of course be impossible to discuss at large, on this 
occaBion, the comparative advantages of Free and Slave 
labour ; but this is in fact rendered unnecessary by many 
of the publications of the Society winch are already in the 
hands of the subscribers. If any one point in political 
science is more clearly established than another, it is, that 
free labour is more advantageous than slave labour ; and 
this very point may, as your Committee Conceive, be ir- 
refragably establisbed by the very example which has 
chiefly \)een relied upon as proving the contrary, namely, 
the tase of St. Domingo. 

The sugar exported from St. Domingo, previously to 
the emancipation of the Slaves," say the West Indians, 
was 160 millions of pounds ; but since free labour has 
been established, that island does not manufacture enough 
for its own consumption ." The inference intended to be 
drawn from this fact is, that thfe emancipation of Slaves 
will tend to diminish if not to destroy production. But 
wliat is the real state of the case with respect to St. Do- 
mingo ? In the first place, it is not true that St. Domingo 
does not grow sugar for its own consumption.. In the 
year 1822, besides satisfying its own demand, a certain 
quantity, indicated by the figures 652,451, was exported 
thence, chiefly to France. It is not clear whether this 
quantity is intended to specify pounds or hundred weights; 
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but wliellier it be the one or the other, it proves that 
there is en excess of the article over the island demand. 
But this is not all. 

The French officers, General La Croix and Colonel 
Malenfant, who were present in that island between 1795 
to 1802:, and who have published their observations upon 
its state during that period, have concurred in affirming 
that under the government of Toiissaint Louverture St. 
Domingo, though the Slaves had all been emancipated, 
rapidly recovered its prosperity. There had been a great 
destruction of labourers, and those chiefly of the most effi- 
cient description, in consequence of the desolating wars 
that had taken place ; and the army necessarily occupied 
many hands. Yet, making due allowance for these cir- 
cumstances, it is doubtful whether either the produce of 
the soil or the profit of the planter was inferior to vrhat 
it had been at any former period. 

In 1802 a French army landed in St. Domingo, and a 
war of extermination followed. Few, if any, sugar-works 
escaped the general devastation; and considering the cir- 
cumstances in which that island has since been placed, — 
that it is still liable io be invaded by France, and that its 
independence, which it has enjoyed de facto for upwards 
of twenty years, is still unacknowledged by a single Eu- 
ropean power ; — it surely could not have been expected 
that any individual Haytian should have set about re- 
erecting sugar- works. To do so would not only require 
considerable capital^ but it would be exposing the capital 
so employed to the imminent risk of total loss. To frame 
permanent erections, would also have been inconsistent 
with the preconcerted plan of defence, against an invading 
force, adopted by the Haytian Government, which is to 
deprive that force, as much as possible, of all the means 
of shelter. 

But independently of these considerations, has the price 
of sugar, as compared with other articles of tropical pro- 
duction, been such, since the year 1804, as to present any 
strong temptation to the Haytians to engage, under their 



peculiar circumstances, in the expoinsive erection , of su- 
gar- works ? Has sugar been so profitable an article du- 
ring the last twenty years, as to induce the freemen of 
Hayti, unaided indeed, but also, be it remembered, unfet* 
tered as they have been in their proceedings by Metropo- 
litan mortgagees^ to encounter the various formidable 
risks which its culture and manufacture must have oc^ 
casioned ? _ 

The first object with the liberated Haytians naturally 
was, ta cultivate such articles as were required for their 
own subsistence and comfort. In this object they have 
succeeded. The island abounds with provisions. Food 
is as cheap and as abundant in Hayti as perhaps in any 
other part of the world. 

Another consequence arising from the emancipation of 
the Slaves in Hayti, has been such a rapid increase of the 
population, as not only to repair the waste arising^rom 
their cruel and exterminating wars, but to raiBe their 
number considerably above what it had been at any 
former period ; and this whilst, in the British Colonies, 
.the population has been rapidly decreasing. 

But is it true, as has been insinuated, that Hayti raises 
no exportable produce ? Or is sugar the only article, the 
large export of which is an unequivocal sign of industil^ ? 
Coffee, Cocoa, Cotton, Ginger, Pimento, Hides, Maho- 
gany, and Logwood, require, indeed, no expensive erec- 
tions like sugar ; bat they require, no less than sugar, the 
exertion of industry. Now, that of such articles Hayti 
exports a very considerable quantity, is manifelst i^om 
the following facts. The tonnage of the United States 
employed in the trade of Hayti, in the year ending Sep- 
tember I8^t, ^as stated in the official returns to Congress 
for thdt year to amount to 50,000 tons ; and the value of 
the imports into the United States from Hjiyti, In the 
game year, to amount to 2,246,237 dollars, or upwards of 
half a million sterling ; the exports from the United States 
to Hayti being nearly of the same amount. Thifs was of 
course wholly independent of the trade of that island with 
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other parts of the world ; and it was at a lime also when 
the dissensions within, the island itself^ and the increased 
danger of invasion arising from those dissensions, served 
greatly to paralyse the efforts of industry. Since the 
whole island, however, has been united under one head, 
and somewhat greater security has thus been given to 
property, its increasing commerce affords the best proof 
of increasing industry and prosperity. Prom the official 
returns of the commerce of Hayti for 1822, it appears that 
the value of its imports in that year, notwithstanding the 
armies it maintains, and the sense of insecurity still ne- 
cessarily arising from the non->recognition of its independ- 
ence by France^ amounted to upwards of thirteen mil- 
lions of dollars, or nearly three millions sterling, a sum 
which it is believed is more than double the value of the 
merchandize imported into Jamaica for the consumption 
of that island. For these three millions sterling, pay- 
ment, it is obvious, must necessarily have been made in 
the produce of Hay tian labour. 

But St. Domingo is by no means the only instance 
which might be adduced of the undoubted efficacy of the 
sanie moral motives in the minds of Negroes, when eman- 
cipated from the cart whip, which are found universally 
to operate on those of Whites. The case of Guadaloupe 
during its seven years of freedom; the case of Sierra 
Leone ; that of the numerous free Blacks^ and People of 
Colour in Jamaica, Trinidad, Grenada, and our other 
Islands, who, notwithstanding their civil and political 
degradation, have grown rapidly in numbers and in 
wealth ; the case also of hundreds of thouf^ands of eman- 
cipated; Slaves, spread over the continents of North and 
South America ; rail ^con^ur in proving, if proof were ne- 
cessary, the aptitude of the Negro race to acquire habits 
both'Qf industry and of civil subordination. 
:..lf .this be denied, let the examples be exhibited of bo- 
dies^of Negroes who, after having been emancipated from 
the yoke of Slavery, have made 7io advance in the scale 
of social improvement ; and if, as the Committee believe, 
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no such examples can be produced, — and all our past cxr 
perience has been of an opposite kuid, — Is it reasonable to 
resist or discourage the progress of emancipation among 
the Slaves in our own Colonies, oa the bare apprehension 
that they will abuse the liberty which may be conceded 
to them, to purposes of disorder and rapine; to the de- 
struction of property, the overthrow of civil rule, and the 
extermination of their White brethren ? The instance 
which has been chiefly relied upon to support this view 
of the case, namely, St. Domingo, furnishes, when justly 
considered, a most satisfactory confutation of it. But 
into that question, after the able elucidation of it by 
Mr. Stephen * and Mr, Clarkson t, it will be unnecessary 
now to enter. 

Hitherto, unfortunately, the whole question of emanci- 
pation has been viewed as a question involving possible 
benefits indeed to the Slavcyhui injury if not ruin to the 
Master, Those, therefore, who have advocated the cause 
of emancipation, have been regarded as actuated by a hos- 
tile spirit towards the Planters, or at least as totally re- 
gardless of their interests, and insensible to their dangers. 
Such, most unquestionably, are not the views and feelings 
of your Committee. Although their urgent and irresisti- 
ble motives to exertion in favour of the^frican race be 
the inherent and incurable injustice and inhumanity of 
Slavery, universally acknowledged when Whites are ,the 
subjects of it, but equally true when the Negro is its victim ; 
and although they believe that emancipation, while it is 
called for by every moral and religious as well as politi- 
cal o^igation, will prove an unspeakable blessing to the 
Slaves ; yet they are persuaded that the masters will be 
proportionabl'y benefited by the change. Supposing only 
that freedom is wHlinglt/ conceded by the master and not 



* See his Crisis of the Sugar Colonies, his Opportunity or Reasons 
for an Alliance with St. Domingo, and his History of ToussaintLouVerfure. 

f See his Thoughts oh the Necessity of Improving the Condition of 
the SlaN'cs with ^ view to Emancipation. 
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extorted by force, your Committee are satisfied that, in 
a pecuniary point of view, the result would be still more 
advantageous to the higher than to the lower classes of 
society. If there be any one axiom in political science, 
your Committee repeat it; which is more impregnably 
founded than another in the nature of things, and which 
is more satisfactorily confirmed by the experience of ages, 
it is this, — that thelabour of theFreeman is more profitable, 
not only to the State but to the capitalist who employs 
him, than the labour of the Slave. Has the English Lord 
or the Livonian or Esthonian Noble less reason than the 
Villein or the Serf himself to rejoice in the emancipation 
of the labouring classes, which has taken place in those 
countries respectively, though at very distant periods of 
time ? On this whole subject so much light has recently 
been thrown, among others, by Mr. Adam Hodgson in his 
Letter to M. Say, and by Mr. Cropper in his various 
pamphlets, as to leave nothing to be said upon it beyond 
what is to be found in their writings. The conviction 
produced by those writings in the minds of your Com- 
mittee, ^has been strengthened by a consideration, not 
only of the argument from analogy, but of the peculiar 
circumstances of Colonial proprietors. And your Com- 
mittee conceive that, under tliese circumstances, the 
conversion of their Slaves into a free peasantry would 
more effectually relieve them from their almost universal 
state of pecuniary embarrassment, than all the bounties 
and protecting duties which they at present enjoy. 

But while your Committee feel persuaded of the supe- 
riority of free over slave labour, and of the advantage 
which would result to the master hims^elf, both as a land- 
owner and a capitalist, from the substitution of the for- 
mer for the latter ; let it not be supposed that they are 
desirous of shrinking from their share of the burden of 
any loss which this great measure of policy may cause to 
individuals. They admit that the existence of Slavery 
is a national crime ; and that the nation, in getting rid of 
it, should take care that no individual shall sustain an 
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undue portion of the loss which may thereby be incurred. 
But, on the other hand, the Planters, to entitle themselves 
to a fair indemnity, ought willingly and cordially to co- 
operate with the Nation at large, in bringing^ this great 
moral and political evil to the earliest possible termina- 
tion. Of such cooperation, however, judging from the 
past, the Committee are forced to coiiless thj^t they dare 
not indulge any very sanguine hope. At the same time 
they readily admit, that there is a wide distinctioti to be 
taken between many enlightened West Indians residing 
in England, and the great body of planters^ agents, ma- 
nagera, and overseers, who form the White population 
of the Colonies ; who there engross all power, civil and 
political, to the exclusion of every other class; and whose 
dominion over the Slaves has no effectual limit, but is, to 
all practical purposes, absolute and uncontrolled. It i& 
natural that men in the possession of such mimeasured 
despotism (and what mind is strong enough to resist it^ 
malign influence ?) should eagerly endeavour to maintain 
their preeminence, and should resent and resist, to the. 
utmost of their power, every attempt, however just and 
expedient, to abridge their authority, or to prevent its 
abuse ; and still more the purpose of reducing them to a 
state of subjection to the same laws, the equal protection 
of which it is proposed to extend to the Slaves. 

It is not a little remarkable, as illustrating the distinc- 
tion which has been adverted to between the Planters 
resident in Great Britain and those resident in the Co- 
lonies, that the same resolutions of the Legislature, and 
the same measures of Government, which have spread the 
flame of dissatisfaction and almost of rebellion among 
the Whites from one end of the Antilles to the other, 
should have been generally assented to and acquiesced 
in by every West Indian in Parliament. 

The Committee at the same time cannot advert with- 
out regret to the doctrines advisedly maintained and pro- 
mulgated by the West Indian body resident in this country, 
in the Resolutions which they adopted at a Meeting held 
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on the toth February last, ahd in which they assert a 
right of property in the Negroes, their fellow men and 
fellow subjects, as absolute and unqualified as that which 
is possessed in any inanimate chattel. 

Herein, indeed, cO' 'ts that ineffaceable distinction 
between the two parties, which discourages the hope' of 
compromise or cooperation. Your Committee, and all 
who take their view of the subject, may not only consent 
to delay, but may consistently recommend it^ as affording 
the best means of ensuring to the injured Negro race th6 
full benefit of their intended deliverance. They may, 
ahd they do, most earnestly wish to accomplish this great 
end with the smallest personal risk and the least imme- 
diate disadvantage to the Slave owner. They may cheer- 
fully submit to their share of any loss which shall be 
proved to be incurred by the change $ but they cannot 
yield one atom of their principle, Thni nothing can jiis- 
tify the making one man a Slave, or even the r^tehtioh 
of one man in Slavery, longer than the real benefit of 
the Slave himself, viewed in all his circumstances and 
relations, may require. Every step to be takeii ought to 
conduce to that end, and will be more or less valuable in 
proportion to its tendency to accomplish it with the least 
possible delay and danger. 'The mitigation of the enor- 
mous evils incident to the servile state is, in itself a real 
and a great good— undeniably so ; but it is yet chiefly im- 
portant as preparing the Slave for the fullest enjoyment 
of his imprescriptible right, Liberty, by raising hiis con- 
dition, meliorating his moral feelings ar d habits, and af- 
fording the means of opening his mind to a sense of the 
duties as well as the blessings of his new situation. To^ 
grant this amelioration, not as a means but as an end to 
be rested in — to concede as a favour that they shall be 
less worked and better fed, more conveniently lodged and 
more fully clothed, nay, perhaps even somewhat in- 
structed, but all without any reference to eventual li- 
berty either for themselves or their children — is, in the 
opinion of your Committee, a determination to go on for 
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ever sinning against man and God — denying or refusing 
io acknowledge the eternal distinction between the m- 
tional and the brute creation — an insult upon humanity^ 
and a mockery of justice — and is at the same time no less 
absurd than it is criminal. 

It is impossible also not to regret, that while the lead, 
ing West Indians in this country have assented to the 
Resolutions of Parliament, and have professed /to ac- 
quiesce in the plans of Hh Majesty's Ministers^ they 
have not employed their influence more effectually with 
their own servants and dependants abroad, in obtaining 
from them a similar assent and acquiescence. If this, 
however, be not ere long accomplished, Parliament will 
of necessity be driven to consider what means it pos^ 
sesses, independently of the Colonists, for carrying into 
effect its wishes with fespclct to Colonial bondage. 

The first and most obvious means has been already 
adverted to, namely, that of direct Parliamentary in- 
terference. It seems to your Committee (they say it 
withdeterence) the clear right, and, that rightestablished, 
the imperative duty, of Parliament to undertake itself 
the work, of Colonial reform, and to carry it on: steadily 
and perseveringly to its consummation. Any doubts on 
the question of right, which specious analogies may have 
been employed to raise, or which Colonial clamour and 
menace may have served to strengthen, had already been 
solved in a work entitled " Reasons for establishing a 
Registry of Slaves," published by the African Institution 
in IS15 ; and they have been anew fully obviated by the 
discussion on the subject which has been introduced into 
that luminous work, on the legal condition of tbe Colo- 
nial Slave, with which Mr. Stephen, in compliance with 
the request of your Committee, has recently favoured 
the public. 

The right of Parliamentary c^ntrcai over the Colo- 
nies had indeed been long settled in point both of law 
and precedent. But it is now made manifest, as your 
Committee conceive, that every consideration, not only 
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of right, but of expediency ; not only ol Hound consti- 
tutional principle, but of regard to the well-being of the 
Master as well as the Siave, concurs in recommending 
the course of Parliamentary interposition in preference 
to every other. 

But if it should be thought unadvisable, by those with 
whom restG the decision of the question, to adopt this 
least exceptionable method of terminating the acknow- 
ledged evils of the Colonial System ; and should it be prac- 
tically conceded that the local Legislatures may persist 
in maintaining a system diametrically opposed to. every 
principle of the British Constitution; there is siill 
another remedy for those evils, to which all will allow 
that the authority of Parliament is perfectly competent, 
and in which its power may be exercised without in- 
fringing any alleged rights of the Colonial Assemblies. 
The Committee refer to the abolition of those bounties 
and protecting duties which have been granted by Par- 
liament to what is actually the produce of Slave labour, 
in preference to that of Free labour ; by means of which 
bounties and duties alone, the system of Slavery is up^ 
held, and without which it would of itself cease. J 

There is now an almost universal admission that the 
Slavery which exists in our Colonies is contrary to jus- 
tice and humanity, and repugnant to the principles of 
Christianity. Indeed that that species of Slavery and 
Christianity cannot co-exist, is the undisguised and 
avowed opinion of those who best know its real nature, 
the Planters of Deniierara. But has it been sufficiently 
considered by the people of England, in what degree 
e^ery individual amongst them is instriUmental in uphold- 
ing this condemned system 1 Every man^ woman and 
child in Great Britain consumes more or less sugar. 
By means of bounties and protecting duties, the price of 
that article is enhanced to the consumer to the extent 
of at least a penny a pound, which on the whole con- 
sumption amounts to one million and a half of .pounds 
sterling. The people of Great Britain, therefore, are 



ihuamatie pay t0 the Went Imlies at kast a miliion, 
and a , half more ior their su^rar thaivtliey would pay for, 
it, iPjJuw were at liberty to.procure jt lVom otlier parts 
even ofoiir <nyn^lominicns *i ^nd it.is this very miiliojir 
and a hu^r, ^nd this alorte, actually paid out of tUeuv 
pockets, »|!hich fo>' years past has supported, ai?(|.>wl)iqlv 
to the present hour; d.^jes: still, support, the Slavery they 
repi^c>b4te. >lsf there then, surely the people of this 
couiitry Jmve a xXghi to a^k, either reajspn or justice in 
thu» ic^mpelliliig.milHpns who abhor th6 oppression and 
condemufithe impolicy' pf; Coionial SlaverVj ;t9 continue 
to pay, ft> heavy iax^. not fori the privilege of abolishing it, 
hut for a tbrced participation in the crime of supporting; 
it ? Is it not a §:rfeV;anc,e aguiitst which they ought,, and 
may be expected, MHlver/jally, atul. then of course syc* 
cessftiltyftorembnstrate? . S 

The subject of the sugar duties, it has been intinjaled, 
is to undergo revision in the ensuing session of Parlia- 
ment. There will then be an opportunity of; making 
khown the public feeling respecting it, ; And should :thie 
result disappoint their wish^s^ let it be r^cpjlected that 
it will ^tiii be in the poiver ofl every incHv*^^^*^^ sH^ 
themieffect^ by renouncing the use. of sugar grown by 
Slaves, and preferriiig to it the produce of free labour. 

: L^fc it not be iaiagined that thesf? observations.ha ve 
Iieentinade in any spiiit of hostility to the ^^'lest Indians. 
The .Committee, it is true, are opposed to their present 
system; But they, in common with every friend of hu- 
manity and of his countt7, would rejoice if the ; course 
of events in the Colonies,,and the manifest disposition of 
the Colonists to co-operate with Government in the work 
of reform^ should obviate every existing ground of dif^ 
ferencer and the. Committee are fully convinced thiat an 
eiijightened view even of interests purely West Indian 
would speedily bring about this co-operation. 
The Meeting will recollect that an attempt was re- 



f See Note. II. at the end of th« Report. 
U 



34 



cently made to cstalnlish a West India Companyj with a 
capital of four millions, for the expr(*ss purpose of pur*- 
cliasing West Indian mortgages. Your Committee^saw 
ih this project a design, which was soon afterwards 
avowed in Parliameiit, to multiply the number^f those 
fi'oVn participating in West Indian speculations, 
would' feel themselves interested ill upholding Colonial 
Slavery, Marty evils, indeed, appeared io your Gom- 
ftiitteeas jikely to flow from it, and above all ah aggra- 
vation of the sufieringa of the Slaves, ai^d the indefinite 
protraction of the period of their eitfani^ipation. They 
are therefore happy tosay that the scheme has been aban-^ 
doned--'-- ■ • ' ■ ■ ' = 

The argument on which th^ advocates of the proposed 
Company appeared mainly to rely for obtaining subscript 
tion-, was, that it would prove betieficial to the Slaves by 
affording additional pecuniary resources to their masters. 
As th^ same argument has been employed to reconcile 
the public torthe Continuance of bdunties and protecting 
duties on West Indian produce, it seems proper briefly 
to advert ttf it; The subject will be found ably treated 
in various publications already in thc^ hands of the ndera- 
bers of this Society. Suffice it for the present to re- 
mark, that to enhance the value of produce grown by 
SlaVe labour, must tefel to enhance th^ value Of the 
Slave, and to rendek* his mariunaiSsion merer diflicult4 It 
niust also tend to postpone those economical reforhis 
which are essential to his improvement. A high price 
of produce naturally has the eflect of giving an impulse 
to the exaction of Slave labour. A low price of pro- 
duct leads to a directly contrary result. To establish 
this point satisfactorily ift argument, though it would 
not be diflicult, would on this occasion occupy too much 
time. A singllj fact, however, may be stated, whicli wil! 
serve to illusti-ate the truth of the general prliiciple main- 
tained by your Committee. 

The Bahama Islands are the poorest and least pro- 
ductive of any of the West Indian Colonies. They raise 
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scarcely any exportable pr<)tlu.ce. Their productions are 
chiefly 'confine^ to cattlp, live stocl>, and provisions. 
Hence the jiecrniary resources, of the proprictprs aye 
generally sniall. In the Bahama, Islajuls, however, thss 
Slaves are; far better off than they are in any other, Bri- 
iisli .^Cql^Ry . They m& better treate^d, mor^ ligl»i?y 
worked, and more abundantly fed. Thccommo^ialloWf 
ance of fopdiis from two to three times great as imthe 
jjeeward isilan^s. The consequence is, that the Slaves in 
the Bail?? taas have increase?,! at a rate ;>vliich in^oul^ hav^ 
doubled their;. population in about twenty«tWP or twenty- 
three years> but for the! cruel drainfj which have been 
made from them to cultivate the sickly swamps of jGruiana, 
where nuaibers of them ha v<5 perished* 
. Demerara^ <?n the other biuid, is the moat productive 
Slave Colony ^longing to tjie 'Crown* But the SMves 
are certainly mu^h wprse off tj^ere, than Jn the far 
poorer inlands of the Bf]|h^n^s(s« . The treatment qf the 
Slaves is more severe ;in Demerara tjian In . any other 
Colony J the quantity ckf labour ex:actpd from ;th^in is 
greater? land their general condition still nipre dogradej. 
What 4s thejConsequenpe Instead l>f increasing, as; in 
the Bahamas, so as to double their numbers in ^ t^^^^ 
three years, .they decrease at ^ rate which would unpeo- 
ple the earth in less than -half ta qentury. 

It is impossible to explain this .fact on any liypothesis 
whic:h is consistent with the argument, that bounties and 
protecting duties and West India Companies tend, not 
to the iryury, as the Committee maintain^, but to the be- 
neiit of the. Slave. - 

^ The apprehensions excited by the proposal to form this 
West India Company, had led to an intention of form- 
ing a Company for the manufacture and introduction into 
this country of sugar grown by free Jabpur.. This pro- 
ject is for the present suspended ; but the inquifjes to 
which it gave birth are likely to lead to important results. 

By Ccilculations accurately made and drawn from au- 
thentic sources, the Committee havi;? satisfied thenjselves, 
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thiat Hw capital required to cuhivate sugar in the East 
Indies is very small, as compared with that which is ne- 
cessary in the West ; and that a most advantageous re- 
turn may be expected from capital so employed. 

The Committee »vill not dwell longer on this subject 
at present^ as it is intended to lay a full view of it before 
the public. 

The Committee have hitherto confined their observa- 
tions nlmoHt eii*irely to the Slave population it) our Co- 
lonies. The condition, however, of the free Blacks and 
l*i»ople of Colour has been forced by various circum- 
•taiico<i on thesr attenti<>n, and they feel strongly con- 
vinced that it is of the utmo&t importance to the safety 
of the West Indies, and to the general interests c^f the 
<?fEp8re, no less than an act of justice in itself to secure 
to ihk'm the full enjoyment of the rights of British subjects. 

The Committee must postpone for the present any 
thtml of the facts on which this opinion is founded. 
They hail, however, »ith satisfaction, the beginning of 
a more just and politic sy!^.t<>m, witb respect to this part 
Iff our Colonisil population, «n ih^ islands of Grenada, 
Antcgua, and St. Kitt'j!? ; jind fey trust that the ex- 
ample tliere set will be generally followed. 

The Committee have already intimated, that tbey are 
not aware of any insterial improvements having taken 
place during the last year in the Slave Code of any of 
our Colonies. Professions of an intention to ameliorate 
the condition of the Slaves have been made by some of 
the smaller inlands ; but the Committee are not apprized 
that in any instance those professions have yet been car- 
ried into effect. As to what the state of the Slave 
actually is in point of law, it stands now completely de- 
veloped in the elaborate and masterly work of Mr. Ste- 
phen, which has lately been given to ihe public, and for 
which he is eminently entitled to the gratitude of this 
Society. 

The Committee are also anxious to express their ob- 
ligations to Mr. Clarkflon, who has been passing a year 
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of active and utieful exertion in the service of the Society, 
and is now nieditatin/jf fresh cffbrtb to promote the cuuse 
which has employed his life. 

A Bill for the conisolidatiou and asncndment of the 
laws abolishing the Slave Trade, has received tho 
Royal assent. It was brought into Piiriiauient by Dr. 
LuHhington, and CKrricd through it by liis exertions, sup- 
ported by His Majesty's Ministers. The must valuable 
new provision which it contains, and one intrinsically of 
the highest moment, is the abolitiosi of that cruel inter-co- * 
lonial Slave Trade, which had been permitted to sun viive 
the general abolition. No Slave can now be transported 
from one Colony to another, but by the e.\press license 
of His Majesty's Govenmieni. on grounds to be laid be- 
foie Parliament ; and even this power of licensing sucii 
transfer will cease in three years. 

It may be proper here to state, that there have been 
formed in ditferent parts of the kingdom no less than 
1%0 associ;itions in aid of the objeiits of the Society, and 
that mor^ are still tbrming. 

The number of petitions for the amelioration of the 
condition oi the Slaves, and the gradual extinction of 
Slavery, presented at the close of the last session, 
amounted to 225. Those presented in the present ses- 
sion have amounted to nearly 600. 

Your Committee cannot conclude ^•'ithout reminding 
the Meeting, that the cause they have undertaken cannot 
be eflic^eutly conducted without considerable expense ; 
and that therefoi e liberal contributions are essential to its 
success. Whatever funds may be placed at their dispo- 
sal will be husbanded with care, and employed to the 
best of their judgement in promoting their great object : — 
an object which, the Committee believe, under the bless- 
ing of God, is to be attained by firmness, activity, f>^d 
perseverance on the part of the friends of humanity and 
justice. 

Confiding as they do in the upright intentions and con- 
current views of Hb Maje&ty'i3 Ministers, however thev 
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may difTer vvith respect to some of tlie means of carrying 
tlicir common purposes into e{fcct, tlie Committee have 
at present no specific measnres to propose to the adop- 
tion their friends, beyond that general vigilance 
which the large interests involved in the question call 
for, and those occasional eiforts which iriay be requri*ed 
to obviate any attempts made to mislead the public mind 
through the medium of the press. With this exception, 
their part seems to be to wait the course of events, and 
to be guided in their future proceedings by the circum- 
stances which may arise. It wOuid argue insensibility, 
however, to the goodness of Providence, if they were to 
close their Report without expressing their gratitude for 
the progress already made, and for the brighter pi ospects? 
which they trust are opening upon them ; and without 
declaring their firm and settled conviction, that a cause 
resting on such principles is absolutely certain of even- 
tual success. 



NOTE S. 



1 
1 



NOTE 1. page 9. 

illK foHo^Ving observations on (he thrcaf of Jamaica to re- 
nounirc her ailegiancc, are extracted from one of out public 
journals, and seen! entitled to atti^ntion. 

'* The West Indians have afways strongly insisted upon the 
danger which is Hkely to arise from discussions in this country 
respecting Sluvery. If their fears were sincere and well founded^ 
we should, wlthoiit doubt, Witneks i!t correspbriding coiiduct on 
their patt. We shoiitd see them studiously Jwroiding, ia,t least in 
their publications in theWest Indies^ not only all violent and in- 
flammatory statetnents, and all angry controvier'sy ontJie Object, 
but as much iiS possible air allusion to it. Whatever danger 
there may be in discussion^ respecting sla:very at the distance of 
5000 miles, must be greatly enhanced when those discussions 
are transferred to the Coloniar Newspapers. The flame being 
thus brought into more immediate contact with the inflilmmablc 
matter, combitstidn is much more likely to' follow. ' 

*' But, although the conduct; of the W^est Indians h'a^ sufli- 
cieriHy proved that the alarm which they have laboured to excite 
of danger from discfAssiori iti this country is gs-oundless, arid is 
in fact nothing more than an eipodient td frighten us from 
stirring the question at all, We are gravely told of another dan- 
ger ^hich is still more fbrmidable and imminent; The danger is, 
that if Parliament should attempt to legislate for the ColoJSlies^ 
Jamaica would renounce her allegiance, ind throw hefsielf liito 
thb arms of the United States. Tt is not alleged, indeed, that 
the great West' ladist proprietors Iri i^his country would sanction 
any siich proceeding; but then it ha^ been said that the ctgents 
of these proprietors, and all the incumbered planters df that 
island, would eagerly seize the opportunity, tlK? forkder of ap- 
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pi(»pri(i<infi; to tlu-nisclvi's llic cbfaies of thrir eniplfjyciR, thr 
livltcr of distmbiirrasfjing thi'msclvcs of tlicir ioad of debt to the 
merchants of England. But is it possible tliat such a bug-bear, 
such a mere phantom as this can have frightened a single indivi. 
dual vvithin His Majesty's dominions ? 

The Whites arc the only part of the population of Jamaica 
who can have any inducement to pursue the apprehended 
course. Their whole number has never been estimated at more 
(ban 25,000, men, women, and children, of whom there may 
be nearly 5000 capable of bearing arms. These form little more 
than onc.half of the militia of the island. The other half con. 
sists of the free Blacks and people of Colour, amounting^ ex- 
clusive of j^bout 500 or 600 Maroons capable of bearing arms, 
to about 4000 men. The King's troops stationed in the island 
amount to about 3000 men, T|ie ;slaves form a population of 
340,000, , , 

There is in the first place a manifest absurdity in supposiug 
that the United States, with which we are in a state of profound 
peace, would listen to any overtures from the rebellious planters 
of Jamaica ; more especiaHy when the ground of their! revolt is 
a determination to riesist the wishes of the I^arent State foy the 
mitigation and extinction of slavery. And even if America 
were inclined. to listen to any such overture, she knows too well 
the worthli^ssness and expensiveness.of su(;h a possession, to in- 
cur, fpr its sake, the risk of a single inonth's expense of a con- 
flict vyith Great Britain. 

But even if we m^re to admit ^hat America. would favour 
this transfer of allegiance on the part of the Planters pf Jamaica, 
yet how is it to be accomplished ? If the 3000 Whites of tfiat 
island were all confederate in the design, which could, scarcely 
be the case, yet would they have. no domestic difficulties to en- 
counter ? Would the King's troops look tamely on, while His 
Majesty's authority was set at nought, and these raen,wj?r,e rising 
in i;cbellion,?igaipst him ? sAnd would the Slaves he qniin passive: 
\19der such circumsfeinces? But of all the classes none would, ,|)e 
more decidedly opposed to ^uoh a step than the free BJacks aad 
FcRple of Colour. , They have hitherto been ti^pated.with much 
ia4igMity by the Whites, although they are. rising daily in nura- 
h^;rp„in opulence,, and in respectability. A petition for an ex- 
tension of their civil privileges has recently been rejected by the 
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Assi mbly of .Tamaiia. I'he transaction nispcctiug tlio freemen 
of Colour, Lcscesnos and EscoflerjT' hasaggravaiwl their dtstnist 
of the VVhitt's. 77iciV conc»rr«nt:e in any such scheme is there 
fore hopeless ; and without their concurrence the scheme is im- 
practicable. But they would not only not concur in such a 
scheme, they would be strongly opposed to St. Many of (ho men 
of Colour of Jamaica are enlightened by education, and are pos. 
sessed of very accurate information with respect to all that is 
passing around them. TheJ' know perfectly well, that their main 
hope of rising from their present state Of depression is tobefouhd 
in the humane and liberal feelings of the Parliametit and Public 
of Great Britain, the boasted liberty of the United Stattis, 
they are perfectly aware, is the exclusive property of the Whites. 
In the Slave States of America the people of Colour are a«5 mucli 
depressed as they are in Jamaica ; while their chance of emerging 
from this state of depression 5s much smaller. Tht Legislation 
and Government of South Carolina or Georgia, for example*, 
arc entirely in the hands of Slaveholders, as is also the Legis- 
lation of Jamaica. But then there is jthis essential difference 
between the two : in the former, the Slave-owners exp<^rience no 
controulfrom the general Governmentwith respect to their pro- 
vincial proceedings : they are wholly independent, and are re 
sponsible only to themselves. In Jamaica, on the contrary, the 
Acts of the Legislature must be submitted to the negative of the 
King; the public functionaries are also amenable to him for the 
manner in which they perform their duties ; and, above all, they 
and their whole pr<ices»dings ari? subject to the revision of Parlia- 
ment. The people of Colour know all this full well ; they #oufd 
therefore regard it as a great evil to be transferred to tht United 
States, and would to a man firmly unite in resisting any movement 
which tended to that result. But independently of these con- 
siderations, the position of Hayti with respect to Jamaica is 
also lo bo taken into account. Those know little of the deep 
and painful apprehensions with which the Whites of Jamaica 
look to the vicinity of that formidable State, who entertain the 
notion that it can have seriously entered into the mind of any 
man amongst them to break with this country. To clamour oh 
the subject may be very politic, and it has doubtless answiered 
its purpose if it has made any of our Statesmen to hesitate in 
their course. But to conclude from the loudness of thw cla™ 
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mour that it is indkutive of any scjiou.*) iut-iution to carry the 
schemo into effect, vvould sliov^ an oxtraordinary igiioranco of 
tlio facts of the case, as well as an utter disregard of all the 
icsso!i3 of experience." 



NOTE II. p. 33. 

This statement has been questioned, but without reason. 
The bounty accruing to the West Indians, from the mode in 
which the drawback on refined sugar is regulated, amount; to up- 
wards of six shillings a hundred weiglit, making of itself, with- 
out taking into account the effect of the protecting duty, a 
bonus to the West Indians of 960,0001. on the 160,000 tons of 
their sugar consumed iit this country, besides the bounty paid on 
what they export. In the debato which arose in the House 
of Commons on the Sugar Duties, on the 13th of Maj last, 
at was contended that the real bonus to the West Indians did 
not exceed three shillings a hundred weight.. This statement 
has been abundantly disproved, both by Mr. Whitmore in 
Ids speech on that occasion, and by Mr. Cropper in several of 
his pamphlets. If, however, any doubt Could still be supposed 
to lest upon the subject, it would be completely dissipated by a 
letter, dated the 11th of March 1824, addressed by Mr. George 
Jlibbert, the Agent of Jamaica, to his constituents there, and 
which has, be^n published in the Postscript to the Royal Ga- 
zette of that iskuid of the 1st of May 1824. In that letter, 
Mr. Hibbert remarks as follows : : 

f ' In relation to the alleviation of our commercial distress, 
it will not surprise you, perhaps^ that when Mr. Hume stated iif 
the House of Commons the subject of the reduction of the 
sugar duty, the members in our interest did not support him. 
This arose from a previous assurance from His Majesty's Mini- 
sters, that a reduction of the sugar duty could not possibly take 
place >yilhout at once depriving us of all the advantage which 
we now enjoy in the principle and produce of calculating the 
drawback upon the export of refined sugar, which, taken al- 
together, is IUUg, if at all, short of a gratuitous bounty of six 
shillings per hundred weight ; aud Midiout also denying us all 
that th(;y were ready to concede in regard both to the duty on 
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linn, ami to the regulatioMS under which it is colU'ctcd." 
" Under the consideration of these alternatives, the Standing 
Comniittee judge it better not to urge, in th^ present session^ 
a reduction of the sugar duty.'* 

Whatever, therefore, may have been asserted in debate, it is 
clear that, in private, it is fully understood, and has been delibe- 
rately agreed and settled, that the West Indians enjoy, from <he 
mode in which the drawback is regulated, a grutuitous bounft/ 
of six shillings on the hundred weight of their sugar consumed 
in this country, as well as on that which is exported j by wliicU 
last the price of the whole is necessarily regulated. 
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTEIR 

IN THE CHAIR. 



The Report of the Committee, of which the substance 
is inserted above, having been read, 

The Honourable AgaA Ellis said, that he had heard 
with very great pleasure, in common with the whole of 
this large assembly, the Report which had just been so 
well read ; and he hoped, and indeed he sincerely be- 
lieved, that the endeavours of this Society in the cause of 
freedom and humanity were likely to be from day lo 
day productive of fresh benefits. This year, he admitted, 
it could not be said that every thing had occurred which 
we might have wished • but he had not the smallest doubt 
that the cause of justice and religion and humanity Jn 
which they were engaged, would ultimately triumph over 
every obstacle. He felt most deeply interested in the 
proceedings of this Society, and earnestly hoped and 
trusted that its endeavours would be crowned with the 
complete success which they deserved. He concluded 
by moving, 

That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the Vice- 
Presidents, Treasurer, and Committee of the So- 
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cioly, for the Report now kcad ; that it ho rofenod 
to them to consitlcr the propriety ojf'printinj^ and cir- 
cuhi ting; the substance of the Report j and that they 
be reniicsted to continue their valua])le services." 

Mr. Stf.imikn.- — The first sentiment that must have 
been produced by the reading of tho Report, is that with 
which the Committee have so properly concluded, — a sen- 
timent of gratitude to the Author of all good ; for it is 
among the best of the blessings he confers on us when 
he enables us on right principles to be his instruments 
in his beneficent works ; and grt?at^ J. trust, will be the 
benefits conferred on the unfortunate Slaves of the Co- 
lonies by tliose measures noticed in the Report, to 
which, without presumption, we may consider ourselves 
to have contributed. 

The institution of the Society, Sir, was at a time when 
the prospects of the friends of humanity, in regard to the 
oppressed Africau race, were, I think, more than usually 
darkened when a large portion of r those hopes which 
we had conceived from the abolition of the Slave Trade 
had proved to be delusive ;~-r-and when there seemedl tp 
be an insensibility, or at least a total inattention, of tlie 
public mind to those great iiational duties that we owe 
to our Colonial Slaves—- duf>es jilainly flowing from the 
same sacred principles with those of the abolition itself. 
We had waited in vain during the jong and disheartening 
term of years that had elapsed since the Slave Trade 
was abolished, for those reformations within the Colo- 
nies, to which that great measure, in the judgement even 
of those who were the least sanguine, was likely to give 
rise. But tho case is happily altered. Recent as the 
institution of this Society is, much has since been done, 
although certainly much more yet remains to do* We 
ought to feel, therefore, what is so properly expressed 
by our Committee, — gratitude to Divine Providence for 
having succeeded thus far. 

1 the rather premise these remarks, Sir, because, among 
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the artifices of our enemies — their niuUipliethuul illiberal 
artifices — one is to represent us us a discontented set of 
people, who are not satisfied unless th<?y attain at once 
all their objects. We are accuaed of mot being thankful 
for what our rulers have already done in this g^reat cause, 
or content to suffer the work to remain in their hands; 
and in short of being precipitous, rash and unreat^pnable 
in our practical views. Sir, jfor my own part, i feel, and 
think it right at the ovtimi to express, much gratitude to 
His Majesty^s Ministers for their, recent cond'ict. When 
the Society commenced its labours, nothing, we may fairly 
say, had been attained towards the mitigation of Slavery. 
The friends of the poor Negroes had, on the contrary, 
found themselves baffled in every attempt, and ht^d not 
so much as the promise of a better course of things, not 
even in those Colonies over which the Crown itself, has 
full legislative .power. But we Jiave to thank the Go- 
vernment now, not only for better prospects, but for some 
very interesting and important objects already qbtainc^. 
Among these, let me congratulate Your Royal Higliaess 
and the Meeting on one^ which the Report properly iio- 
tices in terms of commendation and joy, — I mean the ap- 
proaching termination of the intercolonial Slave Trade; 
a branch of that horrible, coimnerce not less opprobrious, 
not less merciless, than the African Slave Trade itself, 
but which has hitherto been permitted to subsist between 
the British West India Islands. Within the last tvvefity- 
four hours,. I believe. His Majesty's assent has been 
given to a Bill for consolidating the Abolition Acts, con- 
taining this most important clause,---That hereafter 
{with a qualified limitation for a period only of three 
years) no Slave shall be liable to be transported by the 
authority of his master from the island in which he is 
settled to any other part of the world. 

I could have wished indeed lhat the interdiction had 
been immediate : but we have great reason to hope that 
the effect will be the same ; because during that period 
the practice is not to be permitted in any case without 
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ftfip special license of His Majcr.ty's Ciovernmcnt: aiul I 
have toe good an o»>ikiit»n of our IVSinisters, and espe- 
cially of the very respectable Statesman who })resitlej» 
over the Colonial department, to believe it possible that 
this licensing power will ever be drawn into exercise ; 
because 1 well know that no grounds for it in aily case 
can possibly be aUegf^d and proved, such as in the mind 
of an upright, humane and liberal man will justify those 
cruel transporiations. Your Royal Highness, I doubt 
not, will feel with me, that if vvc had yet gained nothing- 
more, this is R reformation of most essential and vital 
importance* It not only secures the poor Slaves from 
one very cruel and calamitous species of oppression, 
but facilitates and encourages their further protection 
and relief, by the authority of the Ipcal legislatures 
under which they live. It will not now depend on the 
will of the master, whether a humane and liberal exer^ 
cise of that power which a Colonial Assembly possesses 
in a particular island, shall confer aiiy real or lasting be- 
neiit On *V,e Slaves within its jurisdiction, or shall not 
even deteriorate their lot. Hitherto the meliorated 
condition of a Slave, by the law of the particular ccdony 
he lives in, might actually prove to him a curse instead 
of a blessing, by leading to his removal for ever from 
his family and native home ; for the prices of Slaves 
will be found to be the highest where their condition 
and treatment are the worst; and with an unfeeling and 
tyrannical master it mi"'ht become a motive for the trans- 
portation to another colony where the laws are less hu- 
mane, that his own power would be there more unlimited, 
and on his own narrow-minded views could be used to 
greater advantage. An island consequently that had 
advanced in the cour'^e of humane improvements much 
before the rest, might not only have lost the just reward, 
in the preservation and increase of its labouring popu- 
lation, but have increased the opposite evil. This mea- 
sure, therefore, was necessary to pave the way for future 
improvements. Considering the nuniber of petty legtsla- 



49 



tares which at present exist in the Colonies, the work, it* 
refenod to thoni, must at best be conducted with no uni- 
tbrni or equal prof^ress : but now, whenever any ^ood is 
obtained for tlie Slaves, that good will be secured ; the 
poor subjects of it, at least, will not have to exchange a 
milder for a more aggitivated shivery* and be exiled for 
ever from their native homes, their fa rniiies, and aii that 
endears life to them, because their value may be gfreater 
in another Colony where the master's power is less re- 
strained, and where oppression has produced its ustml 
consequences, a great mortality among the Slaves, 
deficiency in their numbers, and a large advance in their 
price- 

This however is not the only measure for vi'hich ue 
ought to be thankful. The Government has at length 
entered on a work which I lament its having deferred 
so long. It has begun to legislate upon wise and humane 
principles between the Masters and Slaves of those Co- 
lonies in which the power of legislation rests exclusively 
in the Crown. It is highly important, not only for the 
good immediately to be produced in the conquered Co- 
lonies where this power exists ; but because, as an ex- 
ample and a precedent, it cannot fail to operate bene- 
ficially for our cause on both sides of the Atlantic ; here, 
by pledging the Government and Parliament to express 
practical principles and specific measures of retbrin ap- 
plicable to Colonial Slavery at large; and on the other 
side, by teaching the Assemblies of such Colonies as 
possess the power of internal legislation, that Govern- 
ment and Parliament are in earnest, and that the non-in- 
terposition of the supreme legislature may be expected 
if reformation is longer withheld. 

But, Sir, while i think it right at the outset—while 
I think it just and wise, to give this merited praise to 
His Majesty's Ministers for what they have already 
done, I certainly feel great dissatisfaction at the posi- 
tion sn which our cause is stillleft in those .Colonies 
where a concurrent power of interior legislation (I say 
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a concurrent power, tor the claim of an exclusive one 
is too preposterous to deserve an answer) rests with the 
Assemblies. In tliose islands, I lament to say, nothing 
has be^n gained hitherto for their unfortunate Slaves, 
or nothing of any real value ; much less any advances 
toward}* ihose measures that have been recommended to 
ihem from Parliament and the Throne. This opposition 
of the Assemblies, indeed, could be no disappointment. 
We knew from long experience that their concurrence 
in any elfectual reforms was hopeless. And yet we are 
blamed for not being satisfied with a reference to them. 
It is said that we are impatient ; that we do not make 
the proper allowances, or give the necessary time ; that 
we have to deal with an old and inveterate evil ; that 
we have to grapple with long-established systems and 
prejudices, and ought therefore to make allowances for 
the Assemblies, and bring them by good temper on our 
side to a more rational and a more liberal way of 
thinking. 

Now, Sir, when thus accused, I think it highly im- 
portant that all the friends of our cause should have 
brought home- to their recollection the experience we 
have had on this subject. If it had been a new thing to 
recommend to the Colonial Assemblies by the executive 
Government, at the instance of Parliament, supported 
by the personal influence of the leading Proprietors in 
this country, reformations of their Slave Laws— if such 
im expedient had never been attempted before — or never 
failed before — there might then be some reason for con- 
tending that the concurrence of the Assemblies ought 
to be long and patiently waited for, before we called 
upon the Government or Parliament to interpose in a 
direct and compulsory way.' Sir, it is perhaps not known 
to all, or perfectly within the recollection of many who 
hear me, what powerful solicitations on this subject have 
formerly been addressed to the Assemblies in vain. I 
fiuve therefore brought into the room a book contain- 
ing -.1 collection of Parliamentary Papers on the Slave 



Trade, from which, with Your Royal Highnesses permis* 
sion, I will read two or three passages, to show how fully 
the experiment for which we are desired to wait, was 
tried at a former period, and what was its result. 

As far back as the year 1796, the West India Com- 
mittee, as it is called, a body formed of the most eminent 
and influential Colonial Proprietors in this country, and 
chiefly Members of Parliament, earnestly recommended t6 
the Assemblies reforms of their interior system. It was 
on the 14th December 1796, that the Committee entered 
into resolutions confirmatory of a Report of a Sub-com- 
mittee of its own body, and unanimously requesting 
Mr. Charles Ellis to make a motion, which the Sub-com- 
mittee had approved of, on the subject of the Slave 
Trade, and the situation of the Negroes in the islands. 
The form of the motion, which was afterwards made by 
Mr. Ellis, and supported by the whole Colonial party in 
Parliament, and unanimously adopted by the House of 
Commons, was for an Address to the Crown, praying that 
His Majesty would graciously recommend to the Gover- 
nors, Councils and Assemblies of the West India Islands, 
" measures such as should regulate and controul the im- 
portation of Slaves from Africa ; and by obviating the 
causes y/hich had hitherto impeded the natural increase 
of Negroes already in the islands, should render that 
trade less necessary, and ultimately lead to its termina- 
tion ; and further, with a view to the same effect^ the adop- 
Hon of every measure which might conduce to the moral and 
religious improvement of the Negroes^ and promote their 
happiness^ by securing to them the certain^ immediate^ and 
active protection of the law,^^ 

An Address in these terms was carried up by the 
Commons to the Throne early in April 1797 ; and soon 
afterwards the late Duke of Portland, then His Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, transmitted 
circular instructions to the Governors of all the West 
India Islands, requiring them at the earliest opportunity 
to communicate the Address of the House of Com- 
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njons to the respective Comtcils and Assemblien, and to 
recommend to their particular consideration and atten- 
tion the important objects specified therein. 

But the West India Committee did not trust to the 
Royal and Parliamentary influence alone. They added, 
what was likely to be of greater efficacy, confidential 
earnest solicitations from the members of that body, and 
from the Colonial Agents in this country, to the leading 
Proprietors resident in the different islands, imploring 
them, for the sake of the Slave Trade, for the preserva- 
tion of which they were all then earnestly struggling, 
and which they deenjcd essential to the very existence 
of the Sugar Colonies, to comply with the recommenda- 
tions of the Crown. The better to impress this powerful 
consideration, the secret deliberations of the Committee, 
and the motives on which Mr. Ellis had been requested, 
as its organ, to move the Address in Parliament, were 
confidentially disclosed ; and as the correspondence was 
afterwards brought to light and printed by authority of 
Parliament, (a discovery not I presume at all foreseen by 
the writers,) I am enabled to read to you from these Par- 
liamentary documents some of the arguments that were 
used. 

The Report of the Sub-committee contained the fol- 
lowing reasons for the measure it recommended. 

1st. That the repeated discussion of the abolition of the 
Slave Trade in Parliament may produce consequences 
of the utmost danger to the Colonies ; and that if an 
Act for this purpose should ever pass the British Par- 
liament, it will be fatal to them. 

2nd, That the question of abolition will continue to be 
agitated year after year, and as often as the forms of 
the House permit ; and that neither the House of Com- 
mons nor the country in general mil suffer if to rest, 
nil some steps have been taken zohich may afford them 
reason to believe, that etery regulation has been adopted 
which is consistent with the sa fety of the Colonies. 

3rd. That many persons of great z&eight and character. 



though conscious of the danger to be apprehendedjrom 
the measures proposed by Mr, WilberforcCf have sup^ 
ported^ and will conlinite to support theniy because no 
mode of conduct at all compatible with their ideas of 
humaniti/ has been proposed as an alternaiive. 
4th. T/m/j on the other handy many persons who have hi' 
therto opposed the measures of Mr, Wilbetforce^ will 

feel themselves under the necessity/ of submitting to 
thern^ unless some plan of t egulation shall be brought 

forward, 

6th, That there is rmson to believe^ that besides Mr, Tf il- 
berforce'^s Bill^ there will be proposed some more spc" 
cious plan of moderate reform and gradual abolition, 
zehich will meet zcith veri/ general support; and that it 
is of the utmost importance that such a pian should be 
anticipated, because the West India Proprietors, from 
their local knowledge, are the only persons to whom 
th^ formation of it can be safely intrusted, 
€th . That consequently, for the joint purposes of opposing 
the plan of Mr, Wilberforce, and establishing the cha- 
racter of the West India body, it is essential that they 
should manifest their willingness to promote actively 
the cause of humanity, by such steps as shall be con- 
sistent with safety to the property of individuals, and 
the general interests of the Colonies., 
The members of the Committee enforced these argu- 
ments by their own individual opinions and remarks. 
The late Sir William Young, for instance, a proprietor 
of great eminence, and one of the most strenuous oppo- 
nents of the abolition, thus wrote to his friend, the Pre- 
sident of Antigua : 

" 1 cannot omit the declaration, that on every ground of 
past experience in Parliament, from the first agitation of 
the question I advert to, and from all speculation on the fu- 
ture that my mind can reach, it appears to be indispensably 
necessary to take some steps in our Colonies hij legislative 
provisions, touching the situation of Negroes in respect to 
society, and to promote a natural increase of their popula- 



fion, <md thus not only stop for the present, but graduaUi/ 
supersede the very pretensions at a future period^ to a meu' 
sure of direct abolition of the Slave Trade by the Mother 
Country f a measure which would blast the root of all our 
settlements of property — change the foundation of every be- 
quest, loan and security'-^turn every mortgage into an an- 
nuity on the lives of Negroes—institute a general system 
of foreclosure, and, depreciating our estates, preclude all im- 
mediate resources, and ruin every inter est 

Here, Sir, I cannot resist the temptation to remark by 
the way, how clearly these papers refute another charge 
which our opponents have the confidence to make against 
us. It is alleged that the present call by Abolitionists 
for the reformation and gradual termination of Slavery, 
is new, and inconsistent with their former professions — 
that we are asking that which pending the abolition con- 
troversy was not in our contemplation, or was a latent 
purpose which we unfairly concealed and disclaimed ; 
yet here we find it expressly noticed, as one of the argu- 
ments for this memorable interference on the part of the 
West Indians themselves, that some ^-pecious plan of 
moderate reform and gradual abolition was expected to 
be brought forward at that period. And what. Sir, was 
the cause of their not being then brought forward in 
Parliament, when, as the Report itself states, they 
would have met with very general support ? What, but 
the measure thus imposingly brought forward by the 
West Indian gentlemen themselves ? They then held 
forth what the Report speciously suggests, that in- 
terior regulations could be safely made by the Assem- 
blies alone ; and as experience had not at tliai period 
shown that the most powerful appeals to those bodies 
would be fruitless, it would have been impossible for 
the friends of reformation, after such an interposition of 
the West India Proprietors in this country, to take the 
work out of their hands. The measure in that respect 
produced the effect desired by its authors. It etfectually 
for ?i long time frustrated the hopes and the plans of 



Mr. Wilberforce. It left him no other course io take, 
as far as related to the mitigation of Slavery in our Co- 
lonics, but to fall in with the views of the Committee, to 
support Mr. Ellis's motion, and patiently wait the event. 

It is too much, as Your Royal Highness will feel, after 
this, that the same Colonial party should impute to my 
dear friend here (Mr. Wilberforce), as an inconsistency, 
his not having at that time called upon Parliament to 
perform its duties more directly towards the Slaves, and 
his making that call now, when it is plain there is no 
other resource. N 

It is not, however, for the sake of repelling this idle 
charge of inconsistency, or breach of faith as they have 
the absurdity to call it, against Mr. Wilberforce, that I 
have troubled Your Royal Highness and this highly re- 
spectable audience with the extracts I have read ; it is 
for the more important purpose of showing how well 
justified the Society is in not suspending its efforts from 
any reliance at this period on the Colonial Assemblies. 
It is not merely by their rjecent conduct, in their con- 
temptuous rejection of the Parliamentary Resolutions of 
the last session, and the solicitations of His Majesty's 
Government founded upon them, but by their resistance 
of that still more powerful iniluence which was employed 
in J 797, that we are taught to despair of any effectual 
mitigation of Slaverv from this new reference to them. 

We were then, as now, supported by the voice of Par- 
liament and the Crown ; and the whole body of the Colo- 
nial Proprietors in England, collectively and individually, 
did their utmost in our favour. It was the measure not 
of their enemies, as they affect to regard i:s, but of their 
fellow Planters, their agents and partisans; and it came 
recommended to them by arguments far more influential 
than any that can now be used. To defeat Mr. Wil- 
berforce in his efforts for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, was the great object, the inviting reward of their 
compliance, on which the West India Committee, as I 
have shown, then relied, but which can be held out no 



more. The alternative of reform by Parliamentary le- 
gislation was then denounced, and reasonably expected. 
But this ar^jument, I fear, has loHtall its credit. What 
reason, then, have we to hope that the Assemblies will 
now be more compliant ? They now even venture to deny 
the authority of Parliament; which their most zealous 
partisans at that time were far from disputing. The 
Committee, as we have seen, questioned the safety of in- 
terior regulations by Parliament, but by no means its 
right to make them. 

That the measure then brouglst forward by Mr. Ellis, 
at the instance of the Commiiteo, and ail the powerful 
persuasions which accompanied it, were utterly fruitless, 
is beyond dispute. Some ostensible laws, indeed, passed 
in some of the Colonies; but that they neither were, nor 
were meant to be, enforced, has since been clearly proved. 
Without treading on any doubtful or debatable ground, 
let us advert to the two grand branches of reform which 
Mr. Ellis's address and the instructions of the Duke of 
Portland pointed out as the most essential, namely, the 
religious instruction of the Slaves, and their protection 
from oppression by law. 

The instructions to the Governors were anxiously 
particular, especially as to religious improvement, and 
even pointed out the encouragement of Missions as one 
of the best means for that purpose. As the mstruclion 
of Negroes (said His Grace) is of the idmost consequence^ 
a zoould be important to know zdIi ether the Legislature of 
the island has in viezo any particular modes of effecting this 
purpose ; and what species and degree of encouragement it 
would be disposed to hold out to such Missionaries as might 
be found properly qualified for that purpose, and would 
undertake that duty ; either by enacting that such Mis- 
sionaries should procure in favour of the estate zehere they 
are employed^ certain privileges, immunities and advantages, 
or in ZL'hat other mamier their services should be rewarded 
by the island. This would lead to the general establishment 
of the Christian religion among the Negroes, and would es- 
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tahtiiih marriages; it would restrain promiscuous inter" 
course, and impress their minds in a simple j^et forcible 
manner zdih (he great truths of moral it j/,^' 

Now, Sir, we too well know that during twenty-seven 
years that have since ensued, these suggestions have al- 
most every where been entirely fruitless, and treated with 
utter disregard. No public provision whatever for the re- 
ligious instruction of the Slaves, no means of reclaiming 
them from Pagan ignorance, and teaching them even the 
first elements of Christianity, have any where been sup- 
plied. The total neglect of the Royal and Parliamen- 
tary recommendation in this respect, is undisputed and 
avowed. As to the Missionaries, instead of public encou- 
ragement, they have met in most of the Colonies active op- 
position and persecution, as well as contempt. Destruc- 
tion of their meeting-houses, expulsion by unrestrained 
and unpunished popular outrage, trial by Martial I^w, 
and condenuiation in one instance to an infamous death 
on the most false and frivolous pretences ; — such are the 
rewards that these pious self-devoted men have received 
in our Sugar Colonies. Unless this be encouragement, 
1 know of none that any West Indian Assembly has 
given to them. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the other grand branch of 
reformation recommended by the Address of 1797, the 

securing to the Slaves the certain, immediate^ and active 
protection of the law'' — in what manner has this been ac- 
complished ? Their legal protection is every where a 
mere sound. Abstaining from every ground that has 
been or can be disputed, and assuming only what the 
Assemblies and their partisans admit, rules of evidence 
are still inexorably maintained in every Colony, which 
avowedly render fruitless in general every law that exists 
to protect them from violence and oppression. It is not, 
as Your Royal Highness knows, by us only ; it is by the 
Judges and Magistrates of the Colonies, and even by 
some of their legislative bodies themselves, that the re- 
jection of the evidence of Slaves against White men is 
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stated to be (what no thinking andimpartiai nnan indeed 
can doubt it must in general prove) a fatal bar to their 
protection by law, and a source of impunity to the white 
perpetrators of even the most heinous crimes against them. 

Among a multitude of authorities that might be cited 
to this effect, I will confine myself to one; the testimony 
of the late Sir William Young, one of the members of 
the West India Committee of 1796, and the Secretary of 
that body, the strong terms of whose letter to his corre- 
spondents in Antigua I have read to you. He had af- 
terwards to record in a most decisive and impressive 
manaer the failure of his own persuasions ; for about 
fifteen years after, in the year 1811, being then Governor 
of Tobago, he had olGcially to answer inquiries conse- 
quent on an Address of the House of Commons as to the 
measures that had in consequence of the former addresses 
been adopted for the legal protection of Slaves ; and 1 
beg leave to read from another Parliamentary document 
part of the answer he gave : 

" / think (he Slaves have hi/ hiw no proieciion. In this, 
and I doubt not in everi/ other island, there arc laws for the 
protection of Slaves, and good ones ; hut circumstances in 
the administration of whatever law render it a dead letter. 
When the intervention of the law is most required, it will 
have the least effect ; as in cases where a vindictive and cruel 
master has dared to commit the most atrocious cruelties, even 
to murder his Slave, no free person being present to wittiess 
the act. There appears to me a radical defect in the admi- 
nistration of justice throughout the M'^est Indies, in whatever 
case the wrongs done to a Slave are under consideration ; 
or rather, that justice cannot in truth be administered, con- 
trolled as it is h?/ a law of evidence, which covers the most 
guiUy Etiropean with impunity; provided that when having 
a criminal intent he is cautious not to commit the crime in 
the presence of a free witness. 

" On small plantations there is but one free person^ the 
resident Manager, and no Slave can appear against him. 
In the back f/ard of a jobber of a small gang for hire, in the 



iWrkshops or otdbuildiiigs of each artisan or pdti/ trades- 
man, Qtid within cx>eri/ house, the greatest cruelties may be 
exercised on a Slave without a possibiliti/ of conviction. J 
should consider it (he adds) as inconsistent with the respect 
and deference I bear to the sagacity and wisdom of the au- 
gust body for x&hose use this Report is framed, to idly en* 
large it with the enumeration of humane laws for the pro- 
tection of Slaves ; all rendered nugatory by the conditions 
of evidence required in their administration.** 

Such was the case as stated by Sir William Young in 
IBll ; and such it still undeniably is, with no alteration 
worthy of notice, in all our Sugar Colonies. Such also 
the Planters intend it shall continue ; for in the late 
speech of Earl Bathurst in the House of Lords, in which 
His Lordship stated what had been done and recom- 
mended by His Majesty's Government towards the miti- 
gation of Slavery, he added that all the measures but one 
had been concurred in by the West Indian Proprietors in 
this country; and that single exception, if His Lordship 
was correctly understood, was the admission of the evi- 
dence of Slaves against free persons. Let us admire 
the consistency of these gentlemen in supporting, as 
they for the most part did in the late Parliamentary in- 
vestigation, the proceedings against the Missionary, Mr. 
Smith. The evidence of Slaves, Sir, is sufficient, it 
seems, to convict a preacher of the Gospel ! — It is suffi- 
cient to condemn him to death ; although the Slaves who 
give the evidence are swearing for their own lives !— It 
is sufficient to give currency and judicial credit to the 
most palpable, and monstrous, and inconsistent fables 
that ever were invented in romance — It is sufficient to 
prove that a pious self-devoted minister of the Gospel 
of Peace, is an instigator of sedition, rebellion, and 
bloodshed — It is sufficient to prove that a man who is 
sinking into his grave under the influence of a pulmo- 
nary complaint — who has a helpless wife on the spot with 
him- who in all probability has not many weeks to live, 
is desirous of being the leader in a bloody and desperate 
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contest of bands of insurgent Slaves, in order that he 
may be made their Emperor, and reign over them in the 
fiwamps and woods of the Guiana continent ! ! The 
evidence of Slaves, Sir, is suflicient for all this ; though 
they themselves are avowedly guilty of the crime they 
impute, and give their testimony under an extreme in- 
iluence of terror that would disqualify the most respectr- 
able of our countrymen from being heard as a witness 
in any court of this comitry. Their evidence may be 
safoly received and relied upon against a prisoner, when 
a whole infuriated community is clamorous for his 
destruction ; but is too dangerous to be heard in any 
case before a jury of White men, all whose preposses- 
sions, and all lyhose sympathies, are adverse to the pro- 
secutor and the witness^ and favourable to the party ac* 
cused. The same Colonists, it seems, still 'inexorab]iy 
oppose the reception of such witnesses, however cre- 
dible, and however unimpeachable on every ground but 
the colour of their skins, when necessary to enforce the 
laws against the oppressors of their unfortunate class. 
Neither the Assemblies nor their partisans here, it seems, 
will consent in that respect to change a rule which their 
more zealous champions themselves have condemned as 
an insurmountable obstacle to the protection of the 
Slaves, and the course of public justice. 

Now, Sir, this is the experience we have had for se- 
ven-and- twenty years. It was in April 1797 that this 
recommendation w^s sent to the Assemblies, supported, 
as I have shown, by every powerful motive that could 
be suggested — backed by the influence of their own 
agents,— by the Colonial Proprietors, — by the unani- 
mous vote of Parliament, — and by the zealcus solicita- 
tions of the Duke of Portland, then at the head of the 
Colonial department. And yet we see that in those two 
great points chiefly recommended to their attention, 
the religious instruction of the Slaves, and their pro- 
tection by law from the wanton injuries of their masters 
and other oppressors, the case virtually stands in the 
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year 1821 just as it stood in the year 1797. Is it intempe- 
rate, then — in it unreasonable — is it precipitate, in this 
Society, not to be content with a new reference to the same 
Assemblies, and not passively to rely again on the same 
experiment thus tried, and thus found to be fruitless ? 

Our enemies affect to blarne us for not leaving the case 
in the hands of Government, and patiently expecting 
the result of its rtew solicitations ; and even to ascribe to 
this cause the intemperate c<)nduct of the Colonies ; but 
was not the case left in the hands of the Goverrtment, and 
had not its influence with the Assemblies full scope, with- 
out any interruption from us, from 1797 till the spring of 
the last year? If a term of twenty-six ycjars was not 
long enough for patient acquiescence on- our part, how 
long were we expected to wait l>efore we raised our voice 
against this great national iniquity, and invoked the mo- 
ral and religious feelings of the British people to aid its 
in a call for reformation ? 

They object als-o to the necessary means which their 
own obstinacy compels us to employ. How, otherwise, 
can we oppose to the formidable and fata! influence 
which the Coloviial party possesses in and out of Parlia- 
ment, and which they indefatigably employ against us 
through a thousand channels public and private, the only 
power that we can invoke, that of public opinion, with- 
out exposing those cruel abuses which we wish to correct, 
and exciting public discussions on the duty and the means 
of reformation ? Yet we are loaded with invectives for 
pursuing this necessary course. We are accused of ex- 
citing discontent among the unfortunate Slaves (as if 
it were possible for human beings not to be discontent 
with such a condition as they are reduced to), and every 
ordinary disorder incident to the system, as well as the 
mischiefs which th^ir own extreme rashness and violence, 
in opposition to the measures of Government, have occa- 
sioned, are laid to our charge, on the insidious and absurd 
pretence that the discussions in Parliament, and in our 



public prints, are read and misinterpreted by the poor 
ignorant and degraded beings to whom they relate. 

Sir^ if the fact were so, what other alternative is left 
to us by their own obduracy^ unless wholly to abandon 
the sacred cause in which we are engaged r We must 
do this, or continue our eflTorts to enlightCii the people of 
England on this subject ; and to promote by their consti- 
tutional innuence what we believe to be the oh;? effectual 
remedy, Parliamentary legislation, which without the 
aid of popular feeling it would be difiicult perhsps for the 
Government itself to apply. 

But the alarms with which the public mind is assailed 
by ouir adversai'ies, are utterly groundless; and are felt by 
tbemi^elves to be so. No man can read the newspapers 
printed in theColonies, of which the only patrons and chief 
readers are the White inhabitants, without being con- 
vinced, unless he supposes them to wish for insurrections, 
that they entertain no 73q\ fear of such effects from our 
discussion)}. It would be impossible tor roe to put this 
argument in a stronger and more conclusive manner than? 
that in which it has been stated in the Report. But, by^ 
way of further illustration, let us suppose that any man 
in this metropolis were to set himself to oppose that va- 
luable improveiiient, the lighting our streets by gasr 
lamps, professing that he thought them so extremely 
dangerous even in our public streets, from the risk of 
conflagratii/K, that they ought not to be suffered ; and let ; 
us further suppose, that the same man, notwithstanding 
this, was at the same moment known to be constructing gas 
pipc!^ and lamps in his own dwelling and his own ware- 
houses,: though filled with the most combustible and va« 
luable effects, for the benefit of the same invention 
sjurely we should be inclined to say in such a case, " This 
man cannot be in earnest. Gas lights may be safe, or 
they may be dangerous ; but his opinion is plain from his 
conduct ; and his- fears are mere pretence and imposture.^' 
Not less inconsistent is the affected alarm of the resident 
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Planters and Proprietors of Slaves in the West Indies 
on the score of our discussions on this side of the Atlantic^ 
while their own newspapers, which ibey would stop in a 
nioment if they contained any thing that they thought un* 
safe to themselves, are filled every week, not merely with 
the reports of what we publish or what w^ say, but with 
the most anflanimatory comments and the most dangerous 
perversions, as well calculated as possible, if the Slaves 
were indeed readers of newspapers, and political specu- 
lators, to excite them to resistance and revolt. 

To expose this insincere and disingenuous conduct is 
not needless ; for Your Royal Highness knows, that ab- 
surd though such an objection is when used to silence ne- 
cessary discussion in this country, and inconsistent though 
it grossly is in the mouths of our Colonists, it unfortu- 
nately does in some degree serve their insidious purpose, 
in the minds of well meaning but uninformed menamong us. 

In this and other points the disingenuous arts employed 
against us offend almost as much against truth and reason, 
as the system de/ended by them, does against justice and 
humanity ; and we may learn from the character of this 
opposition, as well as from its violence, how little ground 
of hope there is that the Assemblies will be disposed to 
change their conduct, and to adopt with sincerity and ef- 
fect the recommendations of His Majesty's Government. 
I heartily wish that I could hold out to Your Royal 
Highness and to the Meeting, personally conversant as I 
am with the state of things in those Colonies, the slightest 
hope of such a change; but I must frankly declare, Sir, 
that I have no hope of that kind ; and regard all solicita^ 
tions addressed to the Assemblies as tending only to de» 
lay, disappointment and mischief. 

But do I therefore wish that this Society should fly 
in the face of His Majesty's Ministers ? or that we should 
impute to them insincerity in their professions ? Do I 
wish that we should be insensible of the merit of what 
they have done, because we are thus reasonably distrust- 
ful, and even despairing, of the means they are employing 
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to accomplish that which they have cngnged further to 
do? Far indeed am I, Sir, from such injustice, or from 
recommending any conduct to this Society inconsistent 
with a perfect reliance on the good intentions of Bis Ma-' 
jesty'8 Government For several months to conje, at 
lcast> the case must implicitly be lefl in their hands ; and 
their new experiment on the Assemblies will be triod 
without any interference by us. I need not say " Wait,'' 
for we mttst wait; as the Parliamentary session is now on 
the point of being closed* Until the next winter no prac- 
tical measures can be proposed to Parliament; which alone, 
in my opinion, will or can do any thins^ effectual. Mean- 
time we should rest satisfied, and I for one am ready to 
say we have much reason to be so, that it is the sincere 
intention of Ministers to redeem the pledge they have? 
given us on this interesting and sacred subject. 

But it is nowise inconsistent with the most perfect 
confidence in them, to persi^it by all proper and re- 
spectful means in keeping up the public interest in our 
cause, and preparing for a further expression of that ge- 
neral feeling which we know to exist in its favour with 
ail who understand its merits, and are not enlisted by 
their private interests and connexions in the ranks of our 
opponents. Such means are often necessary in this 
free country to support the right intentions of the Go- 
vernment, and strengthen its hands; especially when 
the combined and active exertions of a potverful party, 
actuated by particular interests, are zealously opposed to 
the interests, the wishes, and the duties of the nation at 
large. Let us, then, notwithstanding what we have at- 
tained in possession and promise, and notwithstanding all 
the clamours and the prejudices that are opposed to us, 
persevere in our appeals to the understandings and the 
consciences of our countrymen, against this great evil, and 
this great national crime of Slavery, until we have ob- 
tained from Parliament, a deliverance from its mischiefs 
and its guilt. In these views, Sir, I most cordially second 
the Motion that has been made, "That the Thanks of this 



Meeting-be given to the Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and 
Committee of the Society, for the Report now read ; that 
it be referrred to them to consider the propriety of print* 
htg and circulating the substance of the Report ; and that 
they be requested to continue their valuabie services.'* 
The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The Honourable Baptist Noel, — Sir, if the Planters 
of Dem^rara had heard at this moment, that emancipa- 
tion was declared by the Government of this country for 
their Slaves, it would not have fallen on tlicni more like 
a clap of thunder, than it has on me on hearing myself 
called to ac^dress this Meeting- on the, motion which I 
hold in my hand. But, Sir, the unexpectedness of the 
call, and my consequent want of preparation, will save 
tliis Meeting from what it otherwise might have been 
exposed to — a tedious endeavour to enforce a motion, 
the importance of which, I cannot but feel most strongly. 
The spirit of that motion is, that this Meeting recognises 
the system of Slavery, such as it exists in our Colonies, to 
be repugnant to the spirit of Christianity, contrary to 
the soundest maxims of policy, and a gross violation of 
the principles of humanity and of justice. It goes on to 
state, " that, animated with the hope of being instrumen- 
tal in putting a period to this state of oppression and 
suffering, and wiping out this foul reproach to the British 
name and character, this Meeting now pledge themselves 
to prosecute the sacred cause they have undertaken, with 
ssealj activity and perseverance^ until, by the blessing of 
God on their united efforts, they are enabled to rejoice 
together in the final accomplishment of their great work 
of mercy." I should feel the greater difficulty in press- 
ing this motion on the attention of the Meeting, had I 
not been completely anticipated by that able Report 
which has been read to-day, and by the speech of the 
honourable gentleman who has just sat down, and to 
whom I have listened with the highest satisfaction and the 
deepest interest. Nothing need be added to the argu- 
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nients brought forward by that honourable gentleman 
and in the Report which you have heard, and to that 
mass of information which has been given in the publi- 
cations issued to the world through the aid of this 
Society, in order to prove that the system of Slavery 
existing in the Colonies, is entirely repugnant, to the 
spirit of Christianity. The question we have to consider 
is not what Slavery is in the abstract ; wo are called to 
pronounce what the Slavery in our Colo!iie9 is — what 
Slavery is in Jamidca — what in Demerara ; — a Slavery 
which, in spite of the veil that has been spread over its 
more hideous features — in spite of the difficulty of getting 
access to its grosser horrors — in spite of the efforts made 
to hide from this country its real character — it is now 
clearly demonstrated, is a system so replete with enormity 
and horror, that we no longer can hesitate in employing- 
with respect to it the very strongest terms of reproba- 
tion. Is it not, I would ask, (and I am sure the heart of 
every one here will respond to that question,) — Is it not re- 
pugnant to the spirit of Christianity that one man should 
be the absolute proprietor of liis fellow, and the arbiter 
of his destinies — that he should have power, not only 
to shut him out from the enjoyment of all the'blessings 
which a bountiful Providence so profusely lavishes upon 
man, but from the higher blessings of Christian light and 
knowledge, so as almost to destroy that attribute which 
distinguishes him from the brute, while it liuks him with 
the Divinity — his moral responsibility ? Is it possible that 
a Slave under the despotic and uncontrouled authority of 
his master, should be a morally responsible being in the 
same sense in which we are responsible beings ? Will 
any one deny that it is repugnant to Christianity, that 
one human being, , at the will of a fellow man, should be 
liable to have all the finest feelings of his heart outraged 
without the possibility of redress—- that he should be liable 
to be torn and for ever separated from the society of his 
wife and children — that he should be liable to have his 
body lacerated with the bloody scourge, without daring 
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to utter the slightest inunnur or complaint on aceoiint of 
the painful and barbarous inBiction ? A Ihousontl temble 
facta might be brou<jht forward to attest the truth of this 
state of things. — Look again at the provision which has 
been maide for the instruction of tlie Slaves in Christi- 
anity — how miserably deficient it is ! What inadequate 
means have been employed to raise the hopes of these 
wretched beings to those bright regions of peace, and rest, 
and joy, which Christianity opens to the view i In general, 
they are suOerpd by their masters to remain in a state of 
heathenish destitution of all religious knowledge, and in 
a worse than heathenish wretchedness and degradation ; 
and all lest their own paltry temporal interests should 
suffer by the moral elevation of their Slaves. And what 
excuse can be ofTered for this outrageous violation of 
every Christian duty? Is it th^ colour of the Slave? Is 
it the degraded state of intellect or of morals to which, 
by our own system, we have reduced him ? Is it because, 
having made him a Slave, we have dpomed htm to possess 
those evil dispositions which never fail to characterjze a 
state of Slavery, whether the subject of it be white or 
black ? Is it on this account, or on what other, that we ex- 
clude him from the pale of our sympathy, and syste- 
matically depress him from our own level to that of the 
bi;ptes that perish ? It makes very little difference, in our 
estimate of the evil of Slavery, that there may be many 
Planters in J amaica,and in the other Colonies, who prove 
mild and merciful masters, who have the interest of their 
poor Slaves at heart, and are anxious to ameliorate their 
condition. All this cannot rectify the incurable evils of 
the system ; these are beyond the reach of individual be- 
nevolence. In proof of this, let any one look at Mr. Ste- 
phen's excellent delineation of Colonial Slavery^ and 
then let him ask himself whether a system in all respects 
so execrable as this has ever before existed. It is difficult 
to find terms strong enough to express all one feels on the 
subject : and yet I fear, on the other hand, lest, in using 
terms of appropriate force with respect to the system, I 
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ehould be tlioug^ht to entertain feelings of enmity to (he 
persons of those who, by inheritance or purchase, possess 
a propqrty in Slaves. This is not the case : at the same 
time it is impossible to contemplate without indignation, 
a system by which the subjects of it may be remedilessly 
wronged in every way in which it is possible^ for 6ne man 
to wrong his fellow ; and may be made to sustain, in ad- 
dition to all the numberless vexatious and nameless aggra- 
vations which the details of every day may bring with it, 
injuries of the severest and most lasting kind, without tho 
hope or possibility of redress. Surely this is a state which 
ought no longer to exist under a Christian Government. 
A further proof of the unchristian tendency of Colonial 
Slavery is to be found in those recent proceedings in De- 
merara, which we all have so much reason to deplore ; I 
mean the proceedings on the Court Martial which ad- 
judged Mr. Smith to death. What doctrines could be 
more utterly repugnant to Christianity, than those which 
were advanced by that Court—^advanced, nay, and acted 
upon too, without any apparent consciousness that they 
were thus repugnant ? The gentlemen who composed 
that Court, adjudged Mr. Smith to have violated Ins duty 
as a Christian minister, and io have committed a heinous 
offence, because he taUght the Slaves who attended him, 
that one of the indispensable obligations of the Christian 
religion was the observaiice of the Sabbath. Can that 
system be othefWise than repugnant to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, which will not permit its most important duties to 
Ibe performed by nineteen twentieths of the popuTatibn, 
ami makes it even treasonable to inculcate them? A 
ChristinW minister, in short, become^ criminal, in their 
eyeiS,' who teaches th^ Slaves to obey those laws of Ood 
Which their Masters are in the constant habit of violating! 
But I will not waste words in the proof either of this or of 
the other point embraced by my motion, namely, that the 
Slavery of oiir Colonies is a gross violation of the princi- 
ples of justice, as well as of the soundest maxims of policy. 
If proofs %vere needed, the Report we have heard would 
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fiirniah them ; uivd if not, I should only have io appeal to 
the heart of every individual in this room for lis truth. I« 
there one who breathes the atmosphere of this free and 
happy land, who is not conscious that aU his brst feelings 
would be outraged if he ivas to be transplanted into that 
region of sorrow and sufleringaiid degradation, of tyranny 
and oppression, where Slavery prevails, and where its 
demoralizing effect is as terrible on the Slave master as 
on the Slave himself— -carrying its blighting curse to every 
thing with which itcoajes in contact—witheriog the best 
energies of human nature, and under its baneful influence 
turning into barrenness the fertility of the most lu.\uriant 
soil ? And what is the practical result to which all these 
considerations should bring us ? [s it not this .'—'that it is 
an imperative duty, which ixius^t bind the conscience of 
every one amongst us, toiwipe off froiii our beloved coun- 
try that blot which, yet reinavns mi her <?hara<jter for not 
having done all she might have done to terminate this 
horrible state of Slavery. Is it not a duty, which we must 
all feel in our consciences to be absolutely imperative, 
steadily and persevering!y,--with temperance I admit, but 
still with a steadiness which no opposition can overcome, 
which no interest can be able to resist-rto persevere in 
bringing to the speediest termination possible so foul a 
systen: of oppression an<l irreligion f I hope from niy heart, 
Sir, that the successive appeals which are made to our 
consciences will not be without their elfect-^that we shall 
not Iwk on our meeting here as a mere perfunctory ser- 
vice, but that we^hall feel ourselves deeply bound and 
pledged, individually and collectively, to do ail that in us 
lies to bring this monstrous evil to a termination, while 
we make the accomplishment of this event the subject of 
our unceasing prayers, I trust that we shall do all we can 
to spread more and mor6 widely the. detestation of Sla- 
very, never ceasing, even till death, to pursue it to its en- 
tire and universal extermination. Let those of us espe- 
cially who are commencing life, resolve on emulating 
the great examples which have been set us by men dear 
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to our hearts ; and who, having begun the mighty struggle 
belbrc some of us were yet in being, have continued to 
this day to maintain it with undiminished energy and ef- 
fect. Let us tread in their steps — ^let us imbibe their 
principles — let us emulate their labours and sacrifices 
and persevering efforts, until we shall have finally wiped 
away from our beloved country this foul stain which still 
pollutes her name. 

I now conclude with pi'oposing to Your Royal High- 
ness and to this Meeting the following Resolution : 
" Thatj in the opinion of this Meeting, the bondage 
in which eight hundred thousand of their fellow 
subjects arc held, is repugnant to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, contrary to the soundest maxims of policy, 
and a gross violation of the principles of humailily 
and justice ; and that, animated with the hope of 
being instriimental in putting a. period to this state 
of oppiression and suflTcring, and wiping out this 
foul reproach to the British name and character, the 
Meeting now pledge themselves to prosecute the 
sacred cause they have undertaken, with zeal, ac- 
tivity, and perseverance, until, by the blessing of 
God on their united efforts, they are enabled to re- 
joice together in the final accomplishment of their 
great work of mercy." 

Mr. T. B. MACAULAY.—Had I been requested, Sir, 
to lend my support to any other resolution than that 
which has been proposed by my honourable friend, I 
could not have offered myself to your notice without 
great reluctance. I shbuld have felt that the Cause in 
which we are engaged, although it could never have a 
warmer friend, might easily have found a more able and 
more experienced advocate. I should have thought it 
advisable that you should be addressed by some gentle- 
man who had distinguished himself in this or in a for^ 
mer great contest for the rights of human nature, rather 
ilvAW by one whose only claim to your attention is de- 
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rived from services not his own. From thcBC feelings 
1 am relieved by the nature of the present motion. It 
is a motion which, as I conceive, I can second, not only 
without presumption, but with peculiar propriety. It 
is a motion wliich Bcems especially to belong to those 
who are entering on life;— to those whop although they 
have not contributed to your past success, are ambitious 
to participate in your future labours. It pledges us to 
continued exertion : — it announces that even if those, in 
wliosc guidance we have hitherto confided, be destined 
to leave unfinished the, work which they have so glori- 
ously begun, the good cause shall not therefore want 
fresh champions, nor, if it must be so, fresh martyrs. 
As a friend to humanity, Sir, I cannot look without the 
greatest satisfaction on such a Meeting assembled for 
such an object. We hear, indeed, much of the perni- 
cious tendency of these discussions; — we are told that 
they inflame the passions of the Slave and endanger the 
person and property of the Master ;-— we are adjured to 
take warning by the insurrections of Barbadoesand Dc- 
merara;— and these admonitions, msly have produced an 
effect on some honoui'able and benevolent minds. To me 
it seems somewhat singular, that such assertions should 
proceed from the same persons by whom we have b.en 
assured that the system of Colonial Slavery is the glory 
of the British name, the envy of the British peasant, — 
that all its evils exist only in theory, — that in its prac- 
tical operation it is the greatest of blessings. No as- 
sertions, however bold and pertinacious, can possibly 
ohtain credit when they so directly contradict each other. 
Never was any Government at once so benignant and 
so insecure ; — never were any subjects at once so happy 
and so turbulent. Abuses merely speculative never yet 
roused to revolt the great body of any people. An edu- 
cated man of enlarged views and entliusiastic temper, a 
Thrasea or a Sydney, may convince himself thatone form 
of government has a greater tendency than another to 
promote the happiness of mankind ; and by such conside- 
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ralious he may be iadiiecd to engage in hazardous entei^ 
prises. But the multitude is not thus influenced. When 
iheij are excited to a general revolt, it is not by speeches 
it is not by pamphlets ; it is not by meetings ; — but by phy- 
sical evils — by sensible privations — by the spoliation of 
the honest fruits of their industry— ^by the violation of 
the sacred ties of nature— by unmeasured exaction — by 
stripes — by insults — by the strong necessity of famine. — 
These things sting men to madness. These things turn 
plough-shares into swords, and pruning-hooks into 
spears. But when was it ever known that the mere ex- 
posure of theoretical evils excited a people to rebellion, 
while they were enjoying comfort and personal security ? 
We need n6t look very far for instances: — observe the 
state of our own country I For many years, hundreds 
have been employed in telling !he people of En- 
gland that they are debarred from their just rights — 
that they are degraded — that they are enslaved. Every 
day this is heard— read-=^believed by thousands. More 
appeals are made to their passions in a week than to 
those of the West Indian Slaves in a year. Yet who 
lives in the apprehension of rebellion ? Who, except in 
times of temporary distress, expects even a riot? Who 
does not know that, while their rights of property, 
person, and conscience, are protected by law, and while 
they are well fed and clothed, Cobbett may write away 
his fingers, and Hunt may talk away his lungs in vain ! 

And yet, Sir, with this example before us, we are re- 
quired to believe that men whose situation is infinitely 
better than that of the English peasant — men whose 
condition is a realization of Utopia, a renewal of the 
golden age, an anticipation of the prophetic millennium 
— cannot safely be permitted to hear a single whisper 
against the system under which they live. It requires 
no skilful interpreter to translate these forebodings of 
danger into confessions of tyranny.— What are we to 
think of a system which, as its advocates tell us, cannot 
be discussed withoutexciting insurrection ? What, again^ 



are wc to think of a system under which insurrections 
(as its advocates also tell us) cannot be suppressed 
without massacre ? Look at the punishments inflicted 
a few years back on the insurgents of Barbadccs, and 
recently on those in Dcmcrara. Where, in the whole 
history of modem Europe, shall we find an instance in 
which the destruction of so large a proportion of the 
population has been deemed necessary for the safety of 
the survivors ? The British subjects of the New World 
have outdone, immeasurably outdone, all the military 
despots, all the frantic Jacobins of the Old. Their ten- 
der mercies are more cruel than the vengeance of Dun- 
dee; — their little lingers are thicker than the loins of 
Alva Robespierre chastised with whipsf but they chas* 
tise witli '>6corpions, Biit, we are told, this was not 
wanton cruelty it was. indispensably necessary for the 
peace and safety of the Coloniesl Grant it~^and what 
then? Must not every particle of blame which is taken 
away from the agents be laid on the system ? What must 
be the state of things which makes that wholesome se- 
verity, which elsewhere would be diabolical atrocity ? 
What are we to think of the condition of a people, when 
infiictions bo tremendous are necessary to make endu- 
rance appear to them a less evil than rebellion ? Woe 
to that society which has no cenient but blood i Woe to 
that Government which, in the hour of success, must not 
dare to be merciful ! I need no other testimony against 
the Colonists than that with which they themselves fur- 
nish us, and that which daily and hourly forces itself on 
our notice. When I see institutions which trembly at 
every breath— institutions which depend for support on 
restless suspicion'— on raving calumny— on outrageous 
persecution— on military force — on infamous testimony — 
on perverted law — I have no further need of witnesses^ 
or of arguments, to convince me that they must be as 
flagitious and unjust as are the means by which they are 
upheld. Wc hear, indeed, that this system, in theory 
confessedly odious, is in practice lenient and liberal ; and 
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abundance of local testimony is adduced to this eScct, 
Ixwal testimony is indeed invaluable when it can be ob- 
tained unadulterated by local interest and local preju- 
dice ; but that it is adulterated I must always believe, 
when I see that it contradicts great general principles. 
Is it possible that the power with which the Slav© codes 
invest the Master can be exercised without being perpe^ 
tually abused ? If so, then is there no truth in expe- 
rience — then is there no consistency in human nature — 
then is history a fable^ and political sciencea juggle, and 
the wisdom of our ancestors madness, and the British 
constitution a name ! Let us break up the benches of 
the House of Commons for firewood, and cut Magna 
Cbarta into battledores ! These assertions, theti, of our 
opponents are not-— they cannotbe true ; and fortunately 
it is not merely by reasoning on general principles that 
we are enabled to refute them. Out of the mouths of 
onr adversaries themselves we can fully show that West 
Indian Slavery is an evil—a great and fearful evil — an evil 
without any affinity to good principles, or any tendency 
to good elTects — an evil so poisonous that it imparts to 
almost ^very antidote a nature as deadly as its own ! 
When this country has been endangered either by op- 
pressive power or by popular delusion, truth has still 
possessed one. irresistible organ— jujitice one inviolable 
tribunal ; — that organ has been an^ English Press — that 
tribunal an English Jury, But in those wretched islands 
we see a Press more hostile to truth than any Censor 5 
and Juries more insensible to justice than any Star 
Chamber. In those islands alone is exemplified the full 
meaning of the most tremendous of the curses denounced 
against the apostate Hebrews, *^ I will curse your bless- 
ings!" I have said that this may be proved from the 
confession of our antagonists. There are few persons 
present, I presume, who have not bestowed, some atten- 
tion on the case of the late Mr. Smith. We remember — 
and God Almighty forbid that ever we should forget ! — 
how on that occasion hatred — deep, cunning, rancorous 
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hi^ired — regulated every proceeding, was substituted 
for every law, intruded itself upon the seat of judge- 
ment, allowed its victim no sanctuary in the house of 
mourning, no refuge in the very gravel It is true that 
the members of that Court Martial have hitherto escaped 
the stigmu of a Parliamentary censure it is true that 
those' who had not the hardihood to acquit, ha4 not the 
virtue to condemn them. But not less true is it that 
the public has examined the case— has pronounced its 
damnatory verdict — has passed its sentence, and will 
assuredly execute it;— and history will doubtless rank 
the proceedings of that Court with those of the mur- 
derd'us J udges of Latiuier aud Sydney I 

Ndw, Sir, what was the argument adduce»d, durlnjg the 
late discussion, by the advocates of the Colonists f What 
was the reasoning which they opposed to what (if I may 
venture to add the humble voice of private respect to the 
blessing^ of the widow and to the applause of an admiring 
nation) I would call one of the noblest struggles ever 
maintained by genius in the .cause of liberty, of justice^ 
and of national honour? What was their argument? 
They positively asserted, they t^cpewletf/^ assertedj that, 
in their opinion, a Jury^om^posed of Planters would have 
acted with far more violence and injustice than did this 
Court Martial— this Court Martial which not one of them-* 
selves would defend—th is Court Martial which could ttot 
find a single lawyer to stake his professional character on 
the legality of its proceedings. Their argument was this: 
"Things have doubtless been done which should not 
have been done ; true it is that the Court permitted the 
Judge Advocate to act in a way totally incon$iistent with 
his office; true it is that they admitted hearsay evidence 
on one side, and rejected it on the other ; they tried a 
man over whom they had no jurisdiction— they convicted 
him Avithout satisfactory evidence — they condemned him 
to a punishment not vvarranted by law : but we must al! 
make allowances; we must judge by comparison ; Mr. 
Smith had great reason to be thankful ; it might have 



been much worse. Only think what would have been 
the case if he had had a Jury of White Planters to try 
him I That would surely have been infinitely worse I " 

Sir, I have always had the happiness of living under 
the protection of the law of England, and therefore I am 
utterly unable* to imagine what^could be worse. But 
though I have a slender knowbdge, I have a large, iaith. 
I am by no means so presumptuous as to set any limit to 
the possible injustice of a West Indian Judicature; and 
since the Colonists solemnly assure us that a J ury of iheh 
own body not only possibly might, but necessarily must, 
have acted with more violence and injustice than : this 
Court Martial, J certainly shall not pretend to dieiput^, 
the assertion^ although I am, utterly at a loss to coj^^ivo 
the mode. , ' ; 

Therefore, Sir, t am warranted, by the confession of 
our opponents, in saying that this system ought not to 
stand ; and, thank God, by the, character of the British 
people I am warranted in saying that it cannot stand. 
England cannot long tolerate it,; without renouncing her 
claim to her highest and most peculiar distinction. She 
has, indeedr niuch in which to glory. She may boast of 
her ancient laws— of her magnificent, literature — of her 
longrlist of maritime atid military triumptis ; — she may 
boast of the vast extent and:security of her empire but 
she has still a higher praises — it is her peculiar glory, not 
that she has ruled so widely-~npt that she has conquered 
90 splendidlyr-but that she has ruled only to bless, and 
conquered only to spare I Her mightiest empire is that 
of her morals, her language^ and her laws -her proudest 
victoriesj those she has achieved over ferocity and igno- 
rance ;—-her most durable trophies, those she has erected 
in the hearts of civilized and liberated nations. The 
strong moral feeling of the English people — their hatred 
of injustice— their disposition to make every sacrifice 
rather than participate in crime; these have long been 
their glory, their strength, their safety ! I trust that they 
will long be so. I trust lhat Englishmen will feel on this 
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occasion, as on so many other occastona they hare felt, 
that the policy which justice and mercy recommend, is 
that which can alone secure thd happiness of nations 
and the stability of tlirones. 

It is surely delightful, Sif) to look forward to that pe- 
riod when a series of liberal and prudent measures sbali 
have delivered islands, so highly favoured by the bounty 
of Providence, from the curse inflicted on them by the 
franlic rapacity of man. Then the peasant of the Antilles 
will lifo longer crawl, in listless and trembling dejection, 
around a plantation from whose firuits he muist derive no 
advantage, and a hut whose door yields bim no protec- 
tion ; but, when his cheerful and voluntary labour is com- 
pleted, he will return, with the firm step: and erect brow 
of a British citizen, from the field which is bier freehold 
to the hou^e which is his castle. Then those regions 
where civilization has displayed only its strength, will 
exhibit also the fruits of its wisdom and its mercy ; — arts 
— sciences— letters— equal laws — benevolent institutions^ 
—-the temples of a pure religion — the marts of a legiti- 
mate commerce— tribunals where justice may be expected 
e^ven by a Negro or a Missionary — senates where liberal 
sentiments and decorous phraseology will have succeeded 
to the doctrines and language of Buccaneers ! I cannot 
think these anticipations chimerical, when I reflect on the 
past condition of our own country, and on the interesting 
and pathetic event to which, in a great measure, it owes 
its present blessings. In an Italian Slave Market, a 
priest observed some childrei^ of exquisite beauty exposed 
for sale. He asked whence they came ; he was told from 
England. His heart burned within him; he pitied the 
misery and degradation of a distant people. As soon as 
he was raised to the papal throne, he instantly took mea- 
sures for introducing into this island the Christian religion, 
and all the moral and political blessings by which that 
religion has ever been accompanied. We are not exactly 
informed of the difficulties which he had to encounter, 
but we know that in every age human nature is the same ; 
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tliat in 'every age it is thfoogh Imlred and obloc^uy that 
the path lies to virtue sindtog^lory. There were pvpbably 
^rave statestnen to fiu^g^est that the work of amelioration 
had better be left to the Wittenagemotes of the Hep- 
tarchy; No doubt there were slave-holders who pro- 
tested that their Slaves fared more sumptuously than the 
King of the Lombards. The statue of Pasquin wa& not 
then standing in Rome ; but then, doubtless, there ware 
not wanting wits to deride his enthusiasm, and liar^ 
to asperse his character* It is not impossible tha,t therie 
may have been found ruffians to pull down his chapels, 
and forsworn Judges to send his Missionaries to the gal- 
lows. However this may have been, we know that he 
persevered ;-i-and now look at the result ! Nov/ look at 
the miserable, the degraded country, the land of th^ op. 
piressor and the oppressed ! There is freedom in the re;- 
spiration of its air, and in the very contact of its soil !-^ 
Now look at that ocean which then bore to our coast no- 
thing but plunderers, and carried back from it iiothing 
but cargoes of misery and despair. That very ocean now 
rolls around us at once to enrich and to defend— at once 
renders our coast every where accessible to commerce, 
and *Very where impervious to war. Look at our mari- 
time power^at our commercial opulence— at our mai:tial 
glory — at the proud list of our great men ; and then re- 
flect from what we were raised, and by what means. 
These things should inspire us with hope, and not with 
hope alone. Do we owe so many blessings to the gene- 
rosity of an ignorant priest in a dark age and a distant 
country, and shall not we, who live in the full blaze of 
morals and intellect, exert ourselves for the welfare of 
those over whose fate we possess an irresistible controul, 
and in whose wrongs we have most deeply participated ? 
Agaiii, therefore, and again we pledge ourselves to this 
good cause. Danger, difficulty, and opposition, i^hall only 
animate us to the work. We will consider every success 
as a presage of final triumph ;^^very failure, as a call for 
redoubled exertions. Slander, enmity, ridicule, we ex- 
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pect and we despise. — When the Cru^der in Tasso lifts 
his sword to break the enchantment of the haunted fprest, 
g^igantic forms surround kim^-^terrible voices menace him 
—the wind roars-r-the skies are darkened — the earth 
Rhakes beneath hi« feet but the blow is struck, and in- 
fiitantly the sun shines forth— the storm subsides—and the 
demons Ity howling from the spot which they could pol- 
lute no long-er. We are bound on a higher adventure— 
we are sworn to undo the spell of a fouler witchcraft;-— 
and it is not by any tempest which the worst arts of our ad- 
versaries can conjure up, that we will be turned back from 
the enterprise. Never, never shall this contest be 
terminated, but by a decisive victory of those principles 
of honour, benevolence and freedom, from which alone 
States can derive a substantial prosperity, and Statesmen 
an immortal renown ! ** {The speaker sat down amidst 
loud c fleering, which lasted several minutes,) 
The motion was then put, and carried unanimously* 

Lord Calthorpe.— Sir^ I cannot submit to Voiir 
Royal Highness and to this numerous Meeting the Re- 
solution which has been submitted to my charge, without 
declaring the great satisfaction and delight I have felt fit 
the speech we have just heard ; and I am well convinced 
that the high degree of pleasure which it has excited, and 
which has been so strongly expressed, has been greatly- 
increased by the persuasion of the peculiar gratification 
which that speech must have afforded to one of this large 
audience who has naturally the greatest reason to exult 
in its success. This Society might, indeed, weii enter- 
tain a warm assurance of a very early triumph of its la- 
bours, if we could venture to hope that the children of 
those who have occupied the foremost ranks in that mighty 
struggle in which it is engaged, would aid its efforts with 
but a portion of the ability and eloquence we have just 
witnessed. 

In adverting, Sir, to the great end which this Society has 
in view, I mu^st express my Batisfaction at that passage of its 



RO 

litnilncus Report Avhich disclaimed any desi<jjn to effect di 
rash and sudden extinction of Slavery in the West Indies,— 
a charge which has been so studiously but unjustly brought 
against it ; originating with those who were from the first 
naturally prompted to decry its labours ; supported by the 
interested and delusive colouring that has been given to 
pasoing^ events ; and countenanced, 1 regret to say. m 
some de^^ree by the language and measures adopted iit 
Parliamijut during the session which is this day conic to 
a close. But, Sir, in saying this, I am at the same time 
anxious to do jiistice to the intentions of His Majesty's 
Ministers. I agree with my learned friend (Mr. Stephen) 
in believing that they are sincerely desirous of improving 
the condition of the Slaves. They have, I am persuaded^ 
wished to maintain what they conceived to be a fdir and 
impartial course between the most strenuous Abolitionists 
and the West India Planters. But they have, I think) 
clearly been drawn aside by lending too ready an ear to 
the suggestions and apprehensions of those to whom if 
they had formerly listened with equal confidence dnd Cre- 
dulity, they could never have attained that merit which 
they have so justly earned by the measures adopted for 
following up the Act of Abolition, and by exerting^ the in- 
fluence and authority of this country, over foreign nations, 
for ensuring a more general extinction of the Slave Trade* 
To the same delusive and false impressions, I am^ Sir, 
also inclined to attribute the conduct of His Majesty's 
Government upon the occasion which has been so fre- 
quently alluded to this day, and has drawn to itsjelf so large 
a measure of public attention. {Here J}r, Lushington 
entered^ and was recehed with a loud expresstGn of appro* 
hation.) 1 am so little disposed to complain of what 
has just occurred as an interruption, that 1 rather regard 
it as a most seasonable illustration of what I was about 
to mention — the strong sensation occasioned by the ex- 
posure of the recent events at Demerara, and the Parlia- 
mentary decision upon them; When a majority of the 
House of Commons virtually resolved to rescue from cen- 
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mte^ proposed in the niildegt and Icasl ofienBive fui'm, 
those who had passed a sentence awarding that extreme 
|>enalty of the iaw which is reserved for crinieB of the 
deepest dye, to one whose offence was udmitted, even by 
the leading Minister of the Crown in that House, to be 
fiubstantially this :-^that he had placed an excessive and 
blameable reliance upon the character and disposition of 
those to whom he stood in the endearing relation of a 
spiritual teacher and pastor. Sir, in alluding to that 
much injured individiuil) as 1 am called Upon to do by the 
Hesolution I hold in my hand, I will not wrong his 
memory, or the feelings of Your Royal Highness and of 
those who hear me, by calling for your sympathy for him. 
if> Sir, we believe him to have been faithful in the dis- 
charge of his high office, and that his very faithfulness 
made him the victim of those by whom his religion was 
tiated, — then, Sir, the state to which we cannot doubt he 
Ss now exalted may indeed kindle our hopes — ^it may ani* 
mate our faith, but it never can call for our sympathy ; 
and even in proposing that part of my Resolutimi which 
expresses our deep concern in the sorrows of hev who 
was the sharer, and is now the survivor, of his wrongs and 
sutferings, 1 would ask only for a limited measure of 
your sympathy. For possessing as we do the strong and 
unimpeachable testimony of a most respectable clergyman 
<>f the Church of England to the valuable labours of this 
devoted Missionary ;—a8sur€d as we are by him that, al- 
though his spiritual instructions did not preserve all who 
attended them from engaging in the act of rebellion, yet 
that they were of such efficacy as to strip that rebellion 
tof the sanguinary character which all former insurrec- 
tions in Demerara had worn, and to induce the Negroes 
to spare the lives of those whom they believed to be their 
oppressors and persecutors. Assured, ^ir, I say, that if 
such was the influence of his pastoral exertions, how 
justly may we hope that the precepts of such a man have 
sunk, with a peculiarly healing and consoling power, into 
the heart of his widowed partner — supplying her with a 
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fiiH antidote to an afiUctiou like hers, and cheering her 
heart with the blessed prospect of a reunion with him in 
that king^dom wherein dwelleth righteousness ! Sorrows 
80 chastened and softened, demand from us a measured 
sympathy ; but the claims, arising from het* circumstances^ 
upon that succour which it is in our power to bestow, 
will, I doubt not, be fully felt and answered. 

Upon another part, Sir, of this Resolution,— that which 
expresses otjr gratitude to the individual who brought the 
proceedings at Demerara before the consideration of Par- 
liament, and to his associates,— I shall say little ; not be- 
cause I think their merits light, but because I am per- 
suaded that, if they require any further recompense for 
the service they have rendered to the cause of truth, 
beyond that which they must find in their own hearts, 
it will have been fully awarded to them by the approving 
feelings and judgement of the country at large. For tp 
every one who venerates the laws, as framed, not for the 
infliction, but the redress of injury, and for the protec- 
tion of liberty ; and who regards the study and practice of 
those laws as a generous and dignified employment;— 
to every such man it must have been truly gratifying to 
see'so many of those who have either attained, or are ad^ 
vancing to the highest distinctions of that profession, 
coming forward one after another, and eiserting to the 
utmost their powerful talents and eloquence to repair the 
outrage offered at Demerara to all law and all justice. 
For, Sir, what was the cause they there pleaded ? The 
question brought before Parliament did not merely af- 
fect a single Colony, or a single Missionary; but it was 
one involving all the great and essential principles of coor 
science and of freedom. It was, indeed, of such a na- 
ture, that I am quite at a loss to conceive what security 
those who upon that question voted in the majority, will 
be able to offer to their constituents or to themselves, 
that, upon any future occasion on which the forms of law 
shall be again used for the purposes of the grossest in- 
justice and oppression, they will be found on the side of 



83 

the oppressed, or rather not sliieidin«^ the oppressor* 
And here, Sir, 1 cannot but express n\y regret, that when 
the i^iust eminent advocates were seen coming tbrward to 
rescue the legal profession from the stain which the pro? 
ceedings at Deaierara had cast upon it, those dtstin« 
guished ofHcers who were conscious of the upright and 
irreproachable feelings by which they had been intluenccd 
whilst sitting upon Courts Martial, did not likewise feel 
themselves constrained to vindicate that species of tri* 
bunal from the stigma aflixcd to it by these proceedings, 
as little resemWing the nets of an English Court Martial 
as those of any other British Court of Judicature. 

In thus , referring to the recent decision of the House 
of Commons, t hav^ no wish to arraign the motives of 
any individual who voted in the majority, to whatever 
profession he may belong. I know how industriously a 
powerful party in the country has endeavoured to spread 
a delusion upon all subjects of West India policy, and 
with what success, that decision, I think, has too fully 
proved. Put it is that very delusion which this Sodety 
has to combat, and, if possible, to dissipate ; — to convince 
all men that those colonies are sufferinff under a deadly 
disease created by Slavery — a disease that Can be cured 
only by the gradual removal of its cause : and surely^ 
Sir, the more we find men of unquestionable probity 
and principle, out of regard to a particular system anc^ 
state of things, refusing to censure what no man can 
justify^ the more must that system become an object of 
distrust and suspicion. 

I would also, Sir, apply the same remark even . to 
those who sat upon the Court Martial at Demernra. We 
are told some of them were men held in high esteem 
and regard by those who knew them, a r<^d considered 
incapable of acts of injustice and oppression. Yet when 
we find them grounding such a sentence upon such evi- 
dence, what further proof do we require of the vitiating 
influence of the atmosphere by which they are sur~ 
rounded, than that it should enslave the consciences of 
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those w!io were before upright, and leave them no 
liberty to be humane and just? 

But, Sir, in proportion as I deplore and deprecate 
i^uch iniquity, I turn with increased relief and satisfac* 
tion, from the fluctuations of Parliament and the errors 
of Cabinets, to that great tribunal to which Parlia- 
ment and Ministers must at length submit,— the tribuijal 
of the People of England, and by " the People of En- 
gland " I would bo understood to mean, not the low un- 
educated and unreflecting class of society, but that great 
and growing mass of intelligence, of wealth, of public and 
private virtue, and of high religious feeling, which ts 
conlcained in what is called in this country the Middle 
Cluss. They have no interest in this great question, but 
ihe eternal and immutable interests of truth and justice ; 
*-and they will at length ask themselves, where are the 
pre-eminent benefits arising from this system, that, for 
the sake of maintaining it, they should still be called upon 
to make that large annual pecuniary sacrifice which 
has been alluded to, and those dearer and costlier sacri* 
fices of humanity and truth. They will not, in the ex- 
ercise of that equity by which they would be govern<td, 
deprive any individual of his own right and possessions 
hastily and inconsid6rately, even though he should be a 
West Indian proprietor and owner of ' Slaves. But, ac- 
customed to associate with the name <if the British Con- 
stitution ideas of beneficence, they will not calmly 
suffer their Government to be reviled and defied by de- 
pendent Colonies when called upon to act in the spirit of 
that beneficence ; still less will they endure such scorn 
and contumacy, when practised under the mask and 
boast of the forms of an English Constitution. And 
whenever they shall be asked, in time to come, to confide 
in Assemblies and Tribunals in the West Indies, be- 
cause they bear names which command their respect and 
affection, then the People of England will bear in mind 
that the Court Martial at Demerara was compared to an 
English Court Martial, and to an English (^ourt of Jus- 



tice. They wilJ, Sir, 1 trust, call for that which has, I 
think, been studiously kept back during the last session, 
-^inquiry t but before that investigation takes place, and 
whilst there is yet room for the existence of some pre- 
judice, they will feel it to be no violation of the equity 
they will surely maintain, if that prejudice should be in. 
favour of Liberty, and against Slavery. 

The Noble Lord concluded with moving: 
** That this Meeting, in common with the Nation at 
large, view with sorrow and indignation the gross 
violation of law and justice exhibited at Demerara 
in the trial and conviction of Mr. Smith the Mis- 
sionary ; and while they express their detestation of 
t?te cruelty and oppression to which he fell a victim, 
they are anxious at the same time to testify their 
cordial sympathy with his afflicted widow, on account 
of the severe su^erings she experienced while 
sharing her husband^s imprisonment, and the irrepa- 
rable loss she has sustained by his untimely death. 
Nor do they feel it a duty less incumbent on them 
to pay their heartfelt tribute of applause to Henry 
Brougham, Esq. and his associates in Parliament, 
who have so nobly and eflfectually vindicated the 
character of the traduced and persecuted Missionary, 
and whose splendid and successftil efforts, in exposing 
oppression and asserting the cause of truth, ]n» 
nocence, and justice, entitle them to the gratitude 
i>f their country and of mankind 

Mr. Money, M.P. — Sir, it requires no little resolu- 
tion to stand up in such an assembly as ihh, afler the 
great powers which we have seen exhibited this day, and 
particularly by the son of one who has the delight and 
the glory of sharing the labours of a Wilberforcc and a 
Stephen in this great cause. But I have been called on 
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to secondtlie Resolution proposed by the Noble Loi*d. 
And, aiiev the decision of the House of Commons with 
respect to Mr. Smith, or 1 j^liould rather say the ahrink- 
in«j^ from a decision, (to which some persons did me the 
injustice to make me a party,) I should feel that I was a 
coward if I did not ol3ey the call. But while I most 
cordially subscribe to all the sentiments which ate em* 
bodied in this most important Resolution, I feel that I 
should ill consult the iiruerest of the Society, of which 
this is the first Annual Meeting (audi believe that thfere 
never has been an example of any first anniversary of 
any Society so attended and so graced), I feel, Sir, that 
I should do injustice to that great cause of justice and 
humanity, of God and man, which we are this day met 
to promote, if I were, by occupying your time at any 
length, to weaken (as I certainly should do) the impres- 
sion that must have been made on your minds and your 
hearts by the eloquent and powerful appeals which have 
been addressed to them. But this I must say, Sir, that 
it is only by assembling in such Meetings as these, and 
fully and fearlessly expressing our opinions, and thus 
becomingthe medium of exciting correspondingsentimenls 
and feelings throughout the land, that that foul staiq can 
be eftaced from the British name which has been infiicted 
on it by the barbarous treatment, the long and lingering 
and painful trial, the monstrous and intolerable sen- 
tence, the imprisonment even unto death, of that excel- 
lent minister of the Gospel Mr. Smith. It is the unim- 
peachable evidence of the respectable chaplain of the 
colony, (although that gentleman, Mr. Austin, had pre- 
viously no intimacy with Mn Smith, but on the contrary 
entertained a prejudice against him,)— it is his unim^ 
peachable testimony tjbat it was to be attributed to the 
influence and the instructions of this martyred Mission- 
ary, that, for the first time in the history of Slave insurer 
rections, the revolt in Demerara was bloodless in inten- 
tion at least, and that the lives of the very men had been 
S9ved who thirsted for his own. With respect to another 
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and a most aifectiiig part of the Motion which 1 hold hi 
my hand, wherein we are called on to express our sym- 
pathy with Mr, Smith*s unhappy widow, I do confidently 
trust that that sympathy will not be confined to expres- 
sion alone, but that a Nation's charity will provide for 
her. Her loss is not to be supplied ; and her sufTerings 
on account of it are only to be mitigated by Him who has 
promised to succour and console the widow and the fa- 
therless. With the sentiments expressed by the Noble 
Lord who preceded me, as to the concluding part of the 
Report, I most entirely concur. No language of mine 
can possibly add the slightest force to the deserved tri- 
bute that has here beet) paid to those distinguished mem. 
bers of the British Parliament who have vindicated the 
murdered innocence of Mr. Smllh and the violated laws 
of their country, They are justly entitled to the grati- 
tude of every British heart, and it will not be withheld 
from them. — I conclude with seconding the Motion of 
the Noble Lord. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

Dr. LusHiNGTON.— Sir, I deeply lament the absence 
of my honourable friend, Mr. Brougham, who would in 
terms infinitely more strong than any I can use have ex- 
pressed his warm gratitude for the vote which this Meet- 
ing has in its kindness been pleased to pass. I know that 
he would have attended on the present occasion, but that, 
from circumstances he has not been able to controul, he 
has been prevented from carrying his intention into exe- 
cution. Nothing can be more gratifying to my feelings 
than to know that the humble part which I took in the 
discussi&n of the ever-meraorable transactions of Deme- 
rara, has met with the approbation of this Meeting *and 
of the Country. It will to my dying day be a source of 
consolation and rejoicing, that some little at least was 
done to vindicate the honour of the British name from 
that foul stain which the proceedings at Demerara, from 
their commencement to their close, have necessarily cast 



8a 

upon it. I was anxious to discharge my duly, not from 
any desiro or wish to signalize myself in a m6mortible 
debate, but because I had read and studied the evidence, 
and had come to the conviction which 1 now again pro- 
fess, — the conviction of the entire innocence of Mr. 
Smith, who fella victim to the mockery of justice ! Many^ 
I trust, will find the leisure and the patience to read and 
consider the voluminous proceedings connected with his 
trial ; their time will be well spent, and the result, I am 
confident, will be, in the judgement of every candid man, 
that, so far was Mr. Smith from having deserved the 
slightest censure, his conduct throughout the whole ot* 
his career at Demerara was marked by the strictest at- 
tention to his religious duties, and by thte most circum- 
spect and prudent demeanour. It was not to be sup?- 
posed that being a daily eye-witness of all the atrocities 
which are innate in the system of Slavery, and which 
were every day distressing his feelings and woundisig his 
heart, it was not to be supposed he could be a tame 
spectator of scenes like these, and that he should not 
commit to bis private journal the reflections which such 
scenes must necessarily ever produce in the mind of a man 
of religion and humanity. Gould he, Sir, have been a 
tame spectator, of these daily atrocities? Could he have 
«een without ^emotion the^unforiiinate victims of this 
diabolical system abridged of their opportunities of at*- 
tending religious worship, their only consolation amid 
the miseries by which they vere surrounded ? When he 
saw those who are allowed no hope on this side of thfe 
grave restricted from seeking comfort and peace from 
hope beyond it, — was he not to fed, as every individtiH 
whom i have the honour to address must feel, strong 
indignation, although he had the circumspection to keep 
it within his own bosom ? I doubt much, Sir, had I been 
placed under the same circumstances with Mr, Smith, if 
I cotild have restrained myself from loudly proclaimings • 
to the public and to the world, the abhorrence I felt at 
seeing tyranny, cruelty, and oppression, thus predomi- 
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nating over every f^eliiig that ought to actuate the fau« 
Ilia n conduct* 

Now, Sir, in adverting to the object of this Meeting, I 
nm desirous to declare my firm opinion that it is the aML 
Hon of Slavery we tnUvSt seek, and that ail attempts to ame* 
lioimte the condition of the Slaves, unless the ultimate re* 
s«U be the entire aboliti<>n of the state itself, will prove 
vain and perplexing. It is niy firm conviction, after itiiudb 
and anxious deliberation on the subject, that the pow^r 
ha? not been given by God to man of framing a code of 
Skvery. I believe it to be impossible, if aii were actuatf^d 
by the best dispositions and the best feelings,^ I believe k 
to be impossible to frame a system of Slave Lawsin whiclt 
injustice, oppression and abuse would not of necessity 
exist.-— The truth is, Sir, that when <jiod made men, he 
made them not to be Slaves ; and if we examine the sub* 
ject even with the slightest degree of care, we shall be 
forced to acknowledge the. truth of this propositioll. How 
is it possible to regulate, by any code of laW wiiatev^r, 
in a state of Slavery such as exists in our Colonics, ifae 
connexion which subsi^s between husband and wile***^ 
between father and son — between brother and sisleri 
How indeed, in anysystem of Slavery, is it possible, by 
law, to prevent ail those best feelings and affections of 
Our nature^ which arise out of these relations, from being 
daily violated and weakeeed, if not ultimately destroyed ? 
How can the affections of the parent for his children, 
and the desire to rear them up, from infancy to manhood 
and to womanhood, in virtue— ^in bonour-^^honestv and 
truth,— how can such sentiments be cherished, so as to 
produce their 'pi'oper fruit, when these children remains! 
the mercy of another, exposed to his violence and t^a^ 
price-exposed to ill u^age without cause^^exposed to all 
the numberless violations of decency and of virtue which 
ever have been, and ever will be, the cifiects of a state 
of Slavery ? Slavery has never existed in the world, or 
in any quarter of it, either before Christianity or since, 
in which the vices of the Slaves, and the vices of the 



Master in his conduct towards the Slaves, have not 
formed prominent and characteristic features of the his- 
tory of the times which were polluted by its prevalence. 
I say the vices of the Masters— for let it not be sup« 
posed that all the vices and all the crimes incident to this 
unhappy state fall to the lot of the Slave alone. The 
mind of the Master, cursed with the possession of despo- 
tic power, becomes debased and hardened. Those priti- 
cfples which would have flourished in a better soilj and in 
a purer atmosphere, are perverted or eradicated by the 
very possession of such boundless power, and by the 
scenes of degradation to which he sees its hapless vic- 
tims daily subjected. I remember, Sir, an admirable 
passage in one of Lord Grenville*s speeches on the abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade, which applies most forcibly 
to the present case. He was answering one of those ar- 
guments which had been so often adduced by the advo- 
cates of that traffic, namely, that the barbarities of the 
Slave Trade must have been greatly exaggerated, be- 
cause Englishmen, famed for their humanity, could not 
have been' present, could not have perpetrated, nay, 
could not have endured them ; and atter he had refuted 
that specions argument, by proving the facts to demon- 
stnttionj he then added, " I would nbt trtist .myself if 
similarly circumstanced — know that th^' human fnind 
is so framed, that it becomes contaminated by th6^ repe- 
tition of vice in its prcsence— I know that if criielty be 
repeated daily before my eyes, my feelings would be 
hardeiied and my sense of their barbarity weakened ! " 
Thus it is ; ^and in the common experience of us all, we 
know that' that which we daily see produces les^ and less 
effect, until at last the mind becomes totally corrupted 
by the daily spectacle of that which, when seen for the first 
time, exciters alarm and indignation, and from which wtc 
turn with the deepest abhorrence. Sir, with respect to 
the means by which these great objects are to be ob- 
tained, r conceive that the first point is to raise the 
condition of the Shive himself, so as to prepare him for 



91 



A'eedom with as, much expedition an possible* It h nai 
a question of expense-*-it is not a question df commercial 
benefit : the si nlpie question is, hoH^ wecan moi^t dpeedUj^ 
make amends for ^ur long perseverance in<a <!ourse of 
crirtic — bow we can with the greatest fecilityi'eJiev© the 
British name and character from the pollution aurd tke 
odium of this detestable system: I think no sacrifice too^ 
great, 1 think no measure too precipitate^ whicH €Sn pro- 
duce as speedily as possible the great end to be attoinedr 
I mean not to say (and let me not be understood niFSayr 
ing) that the immediate emancipation of the Negroes 
would be a blessing: to them, or that itls possible mider 
existing circumstances; biit IdomeantdsaythatWoshdnid' 
never for one moment lose sight of these principles ; that 
we should never suffer ourselves to consider a state of 
Slavery as permanently to be endured, or to be endured 
longer than the well being of the Slave himBelf may ren- 
der necessary ; and that we should never omit any meaiiff 
or any opportunity of accelerating it3 ultimate extinction;. 

NoWj Sir, I hold in ray hand a Resolution whigh to 
read to the Meeting will be sufficient to answer fot its 
favourable reception. 1 hold in my band a vote of Thanks 
to one who, in the recent transactions at Demerara,' sig- 
nalized himself by conduct ^bove all thanks. Thus it is 
that, in the benignant dispensations of Providence, itsei- 
dom happens that thpre is any great and violent outrage, 
ariy signal violation of those principles which, as Britons 
and as Christians, we must uphold and admire; whicii 
is not attended by some illustrious instance^of virtue and 
courage, some eminentact of devotion to the sacrediand 
paramount obligations* of truth and justice, ; Sir j ; 1 
hold in my handi a vote of Thanks to the Rev, Mr» Ail- 
stin, the Chaplain of the Colony of Demerarai: .^nd 
whether we look to the situation he held, connected with 
the Government of that country— connected with the Go- 
vernor who ordered the Court Martial — connected with 
all the Planters, who conceived it was for their interest 
that a judicial niurder should be committed ^— or wlieiber 
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we look to tlmt unibrtunate separatiou which RomeUnies 
exists between ministers of different sects and persuasions 
in religion ; — we shall find that all those motives which 
were calculated to draw a man aside from his strict duty, 
»o far from having; disi^ouraged him, appear rather to 
have cov ;ned him in the path of humanity and cf virtue. 
He dared persecution when persecution was at its height 
—he dared the anger of the Planter, although he saw that 
there was no species of injustice which it scrupled to per- 
petrate — to defeat that injustice he dared disgrace and 
disfavotnr with all those with whom he was associated^ 
and set at nought all his prospects of advantage in that 
settlement; and he took upon himself the task^ from the 
commencement of the trial until the death of the sufferer^ 
te be his comforter, aider and supporter^ as far as it was 
in , his power to be so. A greater temptation to have 
swerv^ from duty, but a more faithful performance of 
duty^ the annals of heroic virtue never exhibited. I feci 
a pride and a glory in knowing that he was a minister of 
the Ghurch of England. I feel pride and glory in think- 
ing that that fervent charity, which ought to pervade men 
of every name in the Christian Religion-, glowed in his 
heart, and guided his actions throughout all these pro- 
ceedings. God grant that his example may shine forth 
with an irresistible influence in other parts of those ill- 
fated regions where Slavery stiil prevails with all its 
abominations; and that those who are now about to be 
sent forth to administer religious light and consolation to 
the poor Slaves, may endeavour to emulate that bright 
example which Mr. Austin has set, and become co-opera- 
tors with Christian ministers of every description sn the 
great work ofcommuni'^ating to their dark minds a know- 
ledge of the Word of God ! Sir, if it should so happen 
that the tide of persecution should run so strong that 
Mr. Austin should be driven from the Colony which he 
noiv inhabits (and of which, as I understand, he is actually 
a Planter™- a prejudice which he has overcome) — if he 
should be driven from his home and reduced to the »e- 
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Cessity of seeking ehelter in tliis country, I Irusl that »v© 
shaH all be prepared to welcome him with open hearts — 
that we shal) maintain and sustain him in case of need~~ 
that we shall not allow him to suffer in that cause in which 
he has already endured much ; but that, by our conduct 
towards him; we shall hold out, to ail others who may be 
similarly circumstanced in time to come, the assurance 
tha>^ the British Nation, not only by its applause and conS" 
m^jidation, but by its hearty and sincere efforts to assist 
and remunerate, if need be, those who make sacrifices to 
trut^, humanity and justice, will not leave them to ruin 
and distress. 

Sir, I will take my leave of these melancholy scenes, 
i regret to state that the failure of the Motion (proposed 
by Mr. Brougham in the House of Commons) has left, I 
think, too great an opening for the recurrence of scenes 
which neviir could have been acted in any country under 
heaven, where the British dominion is established, save 
in countries where that dominion is found di^raced by 
the existence of Slavery. In no other part of the world, 
where the British dominion lias prevailed, do we know 
of an instance of complicated wrpng and injustice to be 
put in competition with it for an hour. We have heard 
of acts of sudden atrocity—* we have heard of acts of a da*- 
pricious nature; but we never have before heard of a trial 
like this, lasting for nearly three months, and protracted 
with a deliberation and ingeBui^y of Injustice beyond all 
parallel. We have never yet knmvn one instance in 
British history, at all to bfe compared %vith it, of vengeance, 
after death had closed the scene. We have never heard, 
in the most distant Colonies where the power of the Bri'- 
tish name is known, of any thing like preventing a widow 
from attending the funeral of her deceased husband — or 
giving orders to prostrate the sad memorial erected, in 
the fullness of honest affection and gratitude, by those who 
felt they owed to him who was gone, all that they most 
valued in life. Nothing like this has ever disgraced the 
British name before, and 1 trust that a similar outrage 
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will never a<*ain disgrace it. But, Sir, one reflection 
more, and I have done. If there can have been such ini- 
quitous proceedin«rs as these in the case of an Englishman 
and a Freeman — if such practices, even as tliey respect 
him, can exist and ^o unpunished — what must be thedes* 
tiny of the unfortunate Slaves who are subjected to the 
dominion and controul of the same individuals ? What 
hope of mercy can they indulge, when they see no mercy 
shown to one who came from the same place of birth — 
who is of the same privileged class— of the same colour 
•—of the same religion— -with whom many of them had 
lived in habits at least of acquaintance, if not of friend- 
ship ? What hope, can the Negroes have, ;I will not say 
of justice, but of any thing approaching to it, in a land 
wlieiTB the unfortunate prevalence of Slavery has con- 
verted an Englishman into an example of injustice un- 
known to any other part of the British empire ? I was 
about to use still stronger expressions, but I desist, I 
am desirous not to use stronger terms than are iieces* 
sary to express in appropriate language the indignation, 
the horror which I feel, in copimon with the Country at 
large, of practices so abhorrent to our natures* 

Now, Sir, I will conclude with tlianking the Meeting 
for the attention with which they have heard me j and I 
entreat every ^dividual whom I now see, , not to sulfer 
the impression made upon him by this Meeting to be 
soon elFaced, but to bear in mind that they have not been 
listening to an interesting fiction, but to a representa- 
ti<>n of real scenes founded on damning facts ; but that 
at the very hour I am speaking, in other lands which, 
though distant, are subject to our sway, that very bon- 
dage exists in all its plenitude of misery, the practice of 
which has called forth our horror and detestation. 
Let me entreat them not to allow the business or the 
pleasures of the day to lead them to forget what they 
have heard — not to allow their feelings and sympathies 
to evaporate in unavailing regrets, or in the mere ex- 
pression of condolence ; but so to lay them up in their 
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hearts, thiit they may be animnt^'il to ceaseless eftorts, 
until they shall have succeeded (as eventually I trust 
they will) in the complete annihilation of the whole 
monstrous aysteni. Let them urge oum another to those 
exertions which may be best calculated to facilitate the 
end so ardently desired, Let them teach, even their little 
children to lisp that abhorrence of Slavery, in this and 
\ in every quarter of the globe, which so well becomes the 
mouths of Englishmen. Let us not, then, I earsiently 
entreat, permit these feeling-? to be extinguished when 
this day has passed ; but let us employ every possible 
expedient warmly to foster them, until they shall have 
enabled us to bring to juaturity those plans which oisr 
judgements, our hearts and our consciences equally ap- 
prove of. Let us urge the cause forward by argijnient; 
Let us not forget it, but keep it continually in view. 
Where we find persons ignorant of these scenes of di" 
stress, let us give them knowledge. When we find 
persons under mistaken impressions as to the possibility 
of remedying the evil, let us impart to them juster views. 
When we find persons insensible to the claims of huma- 
nity, let us place before them the certainty of the exist- 
ence of those scenes of which we have had only one spe- 
cimen in Demerara ; and let us urge them to discl^arge 
their duty as men and as Christians. Sir, I cannot be. 
lieve that all this will fail. I cannot believe that an all- 
wise and benevolent Provideace has intei^ded that all 
that accumulation of misery and of vice, ot which Sla- 
very is the parent, should continue to be coexistent with 
the greatness and glory of the English nation. No : it is 
a disgrace, whatever may be the cost, which we are bound 
to wipe away. And, most firmly do I believe, that by 
earnest, active, and sedulous exertion — by boldness tem- 
pered with circumspection — by energy and perseverance, 
we shall at length accomplish the gront object of our de- 
sire, and eradicate for ever this accursed bane from every 
spot within the British empire. {Loud cheers.) 
The Resolution, Sir, 1 have to move i?, 
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" That this Meeting are desiroufi of exprossijig their 
unfeigned esteem and admiration of the Rev. W, H. 
Austin, Chaplain of the Colony of Dcmerara, whose 
conduct in the case of the Missionary, Mr. Smith, 
has exhibited a signal display of active benevolence, 
of inflexible adherence to the cause of truth and 
justice, and of unshaken intrepidity in the defence of 
innocence, calumniated by prejudice and oppressed 
by power." 

Mr. William Smith. —Sir, at this period of the aftc, • 
noon, if much had been left to be said on this last siiihj(?e? 
which has been so ably treated by my honourable and 
learned friend, I should, I confess, have felt myself ex- 
tremely embarrassed how to proceed. But when I consider 
how fully the ears of this assembly have been saturated 
with eloquence, and, how much at the same time their 
judg^enients have been enlightened by every argument that 
could have been brought to bear on the subject, I feci 
that my task is indeed easy, and that I need offer to the 
assembly little more than the expression of the pleasure 
with which I second the Motion of my honourable and 
learned friend. There are only one or two incidental 
points on which I would wish to detain this Meeting for 
a moment. I cannot however but observe how little 
thance of a fair tk lal Mr. Smith could have had in Derac- 
rara, when the character given of his tribunal was, that, 
even allowing its obvious '^ults, " It was better than that 
of the Planters." That such a character of it should have 
been given by the King's Governor of the Colony, and 
he himself too a Planter, one would have thought almost 
impossible. But when we consider the suhsequent pro- 
ceedings with respect to Mr. Austin, not merely in them- 
selves, but as exhibiting the state of mind and teniprr 
prevailing in the Colony^ what an over^vhelming degree 
of prejudice must Mr. Smith have laboured under, and 
how difficult must it have been to have brought forward 
any witnesses in his defence ! When we see what species 
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ot'treatnient th;\t man m^i \vit!» nliose honesty \va^> oapahlo 
of bravjn*^ aay danger in support and in defence of inno- 
cence aod of truth, it becomes evident that nnder almost 
any Conr^titutioji of the Court, in that place and under 
those circumstances, the issue of the trial might, without 
any great chance of error, have been predicted. 

1 must aiso. Sir, make one further observation. — We 
have been accustomed to think that it is by instruction tliat 
the Slaves are best to be fitted for the reception of free- 
dom, and especially by instruction in the doctrines and 
morals of Christianity. I am fulJy persuaded of the 
truth of this opinion ; but I must, for these unhappy 
beings, lay in a claim on another ground. As some com- 
pensation for injuries committed, we owe them the attempt 
to confer every benefit in our power; but still, should we 
fail to bring one single Slave to the profession of the truths 
of Christianity, or to the enjoyment of its promises,— not 
one iota the less do we owe freedom to every Slave we 
possess. His right to iiimself does not depend on his 
conversion; nor although he should continue a Heathen 
to the day of his death, would the injustice of our de- 
taining him in Slavery be at all diminished. But if Chris- 
tianity be the best (as I believe it to be,) and perhaps 
the only adequate mode of rescuing them from their'pre- 
sent degradati(m, into what a dilemma has the Colony of 
Demerara thrown itself on this point! They have ex- 
pelled all the Missionaries in tile person of Mr. Smith, 
and the whole Church of England (as I should ima- 
gine) in the person of Mr. Austin. For where, Sir, is 
the Minister of our Church who would incur the hazard 
of going to preach Christianity in a Colony, where, if he 
follows the noble example of his predecessor, and dares 
to obtrude his testimony, though even to prevent the shed- 
ding of innocent blood, on a Court of Justice which is 
unprepared from prejudice, and indisposed froni inclina- 
tion to receive it, he shall be immediately expelled that 
Colony, with unmerited disgrace, with universal insult, 
and almost by actual violence. 
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Sir, in such a case as tliis, it is difficult to divine where 
they will obtain instructors, — where they are to seek for 
Ministers; and I am afraid that the Slaves, if not the 
Masters, must remain Heathens still. And if this is to be 
the case, an appeal may be made to the British Parliament,, 
to know whether, if a Colony acts in this manner, and de- 
prives itself of the means of all rational and moral im- 
provement, — if it deprives itself voluntarily of these ad- 
vantages — it is to be sullered to go on thus? Is it to be 
permitted them to make a continual progress in a line 
the very opposite to every truth which Christianity 
teaches ? That appeal, Sir, if necessary, will, I hope, 
ere long be preferred, and not in vain ; but even if that 
should fail, there would still remain to us a confidence in 
the merciful interference of that Power whose justice no 
oppressor can elude, and whose arm is not shortened that 
it cannot save. 

The Motion was then put, and carried unanimously, 

Mr. Wilberforce. — Sir, before I proceed to ihe 
Motion which lias been committed to me, may I be per- 
mitted to fulfill a promise which I made to an absent friend, 
concerning whom it must be needless to assure the Meet- 
ing, that unavoidable hindrances have alone detained him 
from us, when I state the name of Euxton? He requested 
me to declare, if he should be unable to be present this 
day, that insuperable obstacles alone prevented his at- 
tendance. I should begin, Sir, by offering an apology for 
trespassing at all upon the time of the Meeting at this 
late period of the day, were it not that the Motion with 
which I shall conclude will abundantly plead my eACuse 
were I to detain you much longer than I mean to do. 
Let me begin by expressing the delight with which I have 
witnessed the proceedings of this day, in which .our great 
cause has proved, by the composition of the Meeting that 1 
see around me, to have obtained a degree of personal and 
moral strength which must ensure its final and decisive tri- 
umph. It was wisely resolved, Sir, not to trust to individual 
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«eal and indiviilual cifbit for accomplisiiing the purpose we 
have in vie^v. Engaging in a struggle which might be of no 
short continuance, and which called for prudence no less 
than for zeal, it was certainly wise to constitute the friends 
of our cause into a Society. It cannot be necessary for me 
to particularize all the advantages we shall derive from 
this arrangementr individuals sometimes faint and 
grow weary with unexpected difficulties which ()l)struct: 
their course, and retard the attainment of their wishes : 
but in a Society, while the warmth of all is maintained 
and quickened by mutual sympathy, the zeal of some is 
sobered by the prudence of others, the Jield of operation 
is enlarged, and an uniformity of counsel and of purpose 
is preserved and continued, if it be necessary, even through 
successive generations of individuals. In the instance of 
so great a cause as ours, it is by a Society that its interests 
can be best promoted, and its success the most confident* 
ly ensured. And how can we doubt the success, when 
we recollect the object we have in view, and the coun- 
try to which we belong; when we call to mind, that Pro- 
vidence has graciously placed us in a land in which to go 
tibout formally to prove, by arguments, that Slavery is an 
insupportable evil, is almost like endeavouring to prove 
a self-evident proposition, which by our labour only be- 
comes more obscure. Every man is endowed with various 
faculties, for the use of which he is responsible to his 
Creator. He ha^^ no right to transfer that responsibility 
to another ; and for another to take it away from him, 
except for some crime that justifies such a punishment, 
is a downnght infringement on the rights of God, as well 
as an usurpation of the rights of man. Truly indeed 
was it affirmed by my honourable and learned friend 
-near me, whose natural love of liberty has been increased 
from his acquaintance with British laws, that Slavery in 
any condition and any form is insufferable, because it is 
in fact to give to man that which the corrupt nature of 
man ought not to possess, — absolute and uncontrolled 
power over a fellow creature. But if this be true with 
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Slavery in genera!, the Slavery of the West Indies has 
al l those circumstances by which Slavery Hself can be ren- 
dered more grievous, and indeed utterly intolerable ; 
and in which there are none of those correctives to be 
found, which, under other circumstances, might have 
been afforded. The scene of West Indian Slavery is 
at an immense distance from us, where, alas I the cries of 
the wretched sufferers can never reach our ears, nor their 
"■ailed bodies exhibit the marks of repeated punish- 
ment to our olfended eyes. Their very colour, their 
features, and various other peculiarities of a physical 
nature, tend but too powerfully to extinguish sympathy,^ 
— that fellow feeling which is perhaps the foundation of 
all humanity. They who remember the commencement 
of our long contest, for tlie abolition of the Siave^Trade,. 
will recollect that it was maintained, not merely by the 
bigoted zealot§ of the party, but by a grave historian, 
that the Negroes were not entitled to the rank of human 
beings ; and a theory was attennpted to be formed in ex- 
planation of the assertion. But, blessed be God! that 
flimsy cobweb was soon brushed away. It was incon- 
sistent with the plainest language of the Word of God, 
no les& than destructive of the just claims of man ; and 
it was forced to hide its head in shame, or onlv to be re- 
membered as one of the base artifices and falsehoods in 
which self-interest sometimea drives men to seek a refuge, 
but which leave them in the end to confusion and shame. 
But it is unnecessary for me to enter into the particu- 
lars of West Indian Slavery, and to show why they 
render it less tolerable than any other form of vassal- 
age ; beicaiise the very individuals themselves who de- 
fended it, now concede to us that which will compel 
every British mind to accouni the system itself indefen-> 
sibie. For, Sir, I had almost said that the very defence 
of that system, which is set up by our opponents, is al- 
most more insulting and provoking than many of the 
evils themselves which have called forth our pity. They 
conceive that they make out their case, if they can eg- 
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tabiish it as a fact ihat the Slaves, in general, have a 
sufficiency of food and clothing-, and when they arc not 
subjected to a greater degree of labour iimn their bodily 
constitution enables them to bear — in shori, when the 
Slave has the ordinary sufficiency of comfort for one of 
an inferior species, for a mere brute animal. Our op« 
ponents forge f that the Negro is, like onraelves, a being 
formed for immortality ; that the Almighty has gii^eii 
him mental faculties like our own ; that he has given him 
human dispositions and feelings ; and consequently they 
forget the Slave's right to all those personal and social 
blessings by which the Almi<fht^ has infused, as it were 
even into the cup of sorrow, some merciful dro\m to 
«heer the iife of man, no less than he has held out to him 
the blessed promises and hopes of a future state. They 
forget the Slave's right to Christian marriage ; a <;ondi. 
tion originally instituted by the Almighty at the creation 
of the world, in continuing the species, to provide for its 
moral instruction, and for the instilling of domestic 
ieelings ancl social principles through successive gene- 
rations. Their claim to education and to religious in- 
struction is forgotten. All these rights have been de- 
nied ; and it has been held by those who delend the sy- 
stem, that the Slave, like his fellow brute, sfcf»uld be 
contented if he bas a requisite allowance of food and 
clothing. " They have enough to satisfy their hunger 
and their thirst, and are secured from the inclemencies of 
the weather, and have due medical cai^ ; and surely they 
ought to be contented." No, Sir, we at least were not 
contented. Early in the contest we obtained for them 
the recognition of their claim to the character of human 
beings ; and now we are wishing and confidently hoping- 
to obtain for them, at no distant period of time I trust, 
the universal acknowledgement of their civil rights. JLet 
us but persevere with sobriety ami prudence, and we 
cannot but succeed in the pursuit in which we are en- 
gj^ged. We have had much to encounter, we may have 
much to encounter still ; but in the end we must succeed. 
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To those who are accustomed to look around iham 
and observe the course human affairs, it must, I think, 
appear, that when Providence means to bless mankind 
jvith any great improvement, circumstances take place, 
and agents come forward, adapted to the accomplish- 
ment of the intended purpose. They may be considered 
as the signs of the times which indicate the change that 
is about to take place. And so, Sir, at the present mo- 
ment, there are various circumstances that tend to cheer 
our hearts, and to encourage us under all the opposition 
we nre experiencing, and all the power and infiuence 
by which we are opposed. Many of these signs I might 
{specify ; but there is one which on this day especially 
I cannot but be led to recognise, and which is peculiarly 
delightful to my mind — I mean that extraordinary dis- 
play of youthful talent, the exertion of which is still 
warming the hearts of all who are present, and who 
have witnessed that rare combination of youthful ardour 
and eloquence, associated with mature sense- and rich 
stores of knowledge, which we have this day heard. May 
not we receive this as a good. omen,—as an indication 
that Providence means to bless our cause, when it em- 
ploys such agents as these to carry it forward ? This ex- 
hibition could not but be peculiarly delightful to me, and 
excite a more than ordinary warmth in my bosom, from 
the personal interest which, from feelings of friendship, 
I cannot but take in all that concerns the vouth whom 
we have heard with such surprise and admiration. May 
I, Sir, be permitted to confess, that while I listened to 
that display of superior taknt, I could not help think- 
ing that my dear friend, the parent of that youth, was 
more than repaid for all the labours and all the suffer' 
ings which his superior services for our great cause have 
drawn upon him ; I could not but think, that he would 
willingly experience all the base falsehoods, all the vile 
calumnies, all the detestable artifices which have been 
urged against him, to render him, like another Mr. Smith, 
the martyr and victim of our cause, — aye, and ten times 
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more, — for the giatification he has this day enjoyed, ia 
hearing one so dear to him plead such a cause in such a 
manner. Surely Heaven favours our cause when it pro- 
vides such advocates for it. It is a striking dispensation 
of Providence that my dear friend should, in the person 
of his own t«on, have stich a successor, 1 am reminded, 
Sir, that in ancient history a great monarch, Philip of 
Macedouj was stabbed when he was advancing in his 
course of victories and my friend's enemies are stab- 
bing his reputation, as, if he were in the West Indies, 
they would probably deal with himself, or at least do as 
bad, cause him to be tried by a Court-Martial ; — but as wo 
may remember that Philip vvas succeeded by an Alex- 
ander, so, if my friend were removed, we see that he 
would have a successor to obtain a still greater and more 
glorious triumph. — But I am detaining the Meeting too 
long — let me proceed to my proper business. The 
Motion I have to make is, That we tender to Your Royal 
Highness our cordial acknowledgements for the zealous 
and undeviating support which you have uniformly given 
to the principles on which the Society is founded, and for 
the gratifying kindness with which you have honoured us 
ia taking the Chair ois this occasion. This is one of the 
many similar instances which manifest Your Royal High- 
ness's attachment to those principles of true liberty, 
which are the honour of the family to which you belong, 
as well as the glory of the British Constitution. It is a 
singular blessing, Sir, to a community, when those who 
are placed by Providence in so elevated and conspicuous 
a situation aa that which you occupy, recognise the true 
use to be made of their rank, and the duties which pro- 
perly devolve on them ; and when they prove themselves 
sensible that they are raised to their high eminence, not 
so much for their own gratification, as for the purpose of 
being mor** extensively useful to their fellow creatures ; 
that they are placed as it were on a pedestal, not merely 
that they may be objects to all around them to be gazed 
at with stupid admiration, but to be looked up to with 
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tliankluliiess as the benefactors of mankind ;--Hn(l when 
they show, like Your Royal Higlincss, that, raised to a 
higfhcr level, they are not rendered giddy by the elevation, 
nor arc they at such a height as not to see the scene be- 
low them with distinctness, but that the effecii is, to open 
a wider field to their view, and supply them with a 
wider range of objects on which to exert their benevo- 
lence. You, Sir, not satisfied with benefiting your 
fellow-creaturea at home, have looked across the Atlan- 
tic, and have seen those poor despised and degraded 
Slaves, not to be despised and neglected by you, but, on 
the contrary, to be raised by you from the depression to 
which they hud been degraded ; to be raised to the pri- 
vileges of men, and to the blessings of Christianity. Be 
this. Sir, your glory — a greater and a brighter I cannot 
wish you to enjoy. And I will only add, that I trust. 
Sir, you may live, when they who are at my time of 
life will probably be gone from this earthly scene, to wit- 
ness the complete triumphs which you may hereafter be- 
hold ; and when they who, if I may use the espression, 
have this day won their spurs, will achieve their deci- 
sive victory in the field of true glory. My dear friend v*'ho 
last addressed you is, like myself, a veteran in this 
service. We have been engaged in many a long and ar- 
duous contest, and we also have had to contend with ca- 
lumny and falsehood ; but we are more than repaid, by 
the success that has already attended our efforts, and by 
the anticipations which we may derive from what we 
have witnessed on this very day, when, if our sun be 
settini'j;, we see that other luminaries are arising to shine 
with far greater lustre and more efficient strength. Let 
me now read the Motion which I have to propose. I move 
That the most cordial acknowledgements of this 
Meeting be respectfully presented to the President 
of this Society, His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Gloucester, for the zealous and undcviating sup- 
port he has uniformly given to those principles on 
which the Society is founded, for the gratifying 
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promptitude with which he has aflbrdeol to its ob- 
jects the honour and benefit of his distinguished pa- 
tronage ; for his kindness in accepting the Chair 
this day ; and for his able conduct therein." 

Mr. William Allen.— I shall trespass on the pa- 
tience of this highly respectable Meeting at the cloec 
of this triumphant day (for so I call it) but for a very 
few minutes. I merely rise because it is customary to 
second a Motion that has been made ; not that k is ne- 
cessary to say much upon it. Indeed, there is nothing 
left for me to say, but simply to second it. There is, how- 
ever, one observation which I will make, and which .1 
wish to press on this highly respectable auditory, before 
we separate ; and it is this,— that all the good wd have 
heard-of this day, and all that is contemplated, w ill de- 
pend on the exertions which shall be mace^ throughout 
the kingdom, by such respectable persons as those whom 
I have now the pleasure of addressing. It has been 
stated that Government itself is disposed to put an end 
to all this ipisery and to all this horror. I venly believe, 
at the same time, that Government is surrounded with 
diiliculties in prosecuting its benevolent purpose ; and . 
it is for yoa to remove some of those difficulties, by 
fivcry one exerting himself at his post to diflfuse light and 
information on the subject within the utmost r^nge of his 
influence ; and then, when the Colonies come to Mini- 
sters for support to the system of Slavery, -they will turn 
to them and say, " It is impossible to bolster up your 
system any longer ; for the people of England will not 
€ndure it.'* 

I who have been an eye witness, for many years, of the 
exertions of the Royal and distinguished Chairman in the 
cause of humanity ; who have seen him always comfort- 
ing us with his presence — always encouraging ns — al- 
ways aiding us with his counsel and his influence on this 
gteat subject; — I have peculiar satisfaction in seconding 
the Motion of Thanks to him. 1 know it will be unani- 
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motis, and I beg that we may all express our concurrence 
in it by rising. 

Upon this Motion being put, it was carried unanimously 
by the audience, who had simultaneously arisen, with 
loud and continued cheering. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, when 
the applause had subsided, addressed the Meeting to the 
following effect : — 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is impossible for me, even at 
this late period of the afternoon, not to trespass on your 
time for a very few minutes, to give vent to those feeU 
ings which I should be the most ungratefiil man alive, 
if they did not press themselves strongly on my breast ; 
those feelings of gratitude for the Resolution just agreed 
to, worded in terms, and received in a manner so truly 
flattering to me. It has been proposed to you by my 
honourable friend, and seconded by another good friend 
of mine, two persons, with whom I have during seventeen 
^^ irs laboured in this great cause. My honourable 
friend has offered it to your notice with the kindest and 
most flattering expressions towards me ; but at the same 
time he has said that his suU is now setting. I hope not : 
I trust we shall long and long possess him who has been 
the leader in this great and gioi'ious cause, and in which 
we are merely his followers. You have been pleased to 
express your approbation of my conduct, and of my feeling 
and following the principles of justice on which this So- 
ciety is founded. Could 1 be one of the House of Bruns- 
wick, which was called to this country for the protection 
of your liberties, and for the support of the freedom of 
this nation, did I not entertain those principles ? Nay, 
could I be an Englishman if I did not? Our cause is 
the cause of God ; it is the cause of our Constitution, for 
I cannot and never will admit, that Slavery can ever 
lawfully exist under our happy, glorious, and blessed 
Constitution. I think it was the third Resolution in which 
we have agreed to persevere in the cause we have un- 
dertaken, and I trust that in that perseverance reason 
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will be our guide, although we must show a determina- 
tion to persevere steadily in our course, and prove that 
nothing can abate our zeal ; that nothing can check our 
determined endeavours to attain the object which we 
have in view. At the same time, I hope that there will 
be no expression or intimation go forth which can pro- 
duce the impression that of the measures which we mean 
to adopt, anything like injustice is to form a part : in our 
great cause the word "injustice" cannot be known. That 
tliose who have acted under a system which unhappily 
has been sanctioned, and is still sanctioned, by this coun- 
try, and who may suffer from the abolition of Slavery, 
are entitled to compensation, when the period comes, 
when that happy moment shall arrive, in which we shall 
see emancipation given to the Slaves, iTWM*/ decidedly de- 
clare^ and I hope you will all agreie. No man can wish, 
indeed, for 2?w?«ec?2tf^c Emancipation; it can only be done 
gradually : but when I say gradually, I trust that al- 
though it shotild be done gradually, yet the time is 
not very remote when we shall have obtained ^hat great 
object. Most entirely do I agree in what my learned 
and honourable friend stated, that we are not merely to 
look to amelioration, but that we must look forward to 
the freedom of the Slave, — that the word " Slavery*^ must 
iiot exist. We miist however prepare the Negroes for re- 
ceiving so great a blessing, because to give those liberty 
who are not prepared to receive it would be as cruel to 
themselves, as it would be unjust to their Masters, and 
dangerous to the State. We must begin by ameliorating 
their condition ; we must do this immediately ; there 
must be no time lost in doing it, not one moment. But 
the very argument that is adduced in favour of the neces- 
^ sity of preparing the present Slaves, for such an altera* 
tion in their condition, proves that there can be no ex- 
cuse whatever for allowing the next generation to remain 
uneducated ; nay, is it not a strong reason why we should 
determine that the next generation should not be born in 
Slavery ? The very argument that the present genera- 
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tlon^ from not having had moral culture, are unfit for 
liberty, and that it must take time to prepare them for 
it, is, I thinkjthe strongest argument iCor preventing the 
Jiext generation from being aorn Slaves. — It is a very 
extraordinary fact (and it shows that the Negroes are 
very far from being what they are represented to be)-r- 
itis a very extraordinary fact that aNegro will sooner see 
his children emancipated than receive emancipation him- 
self; and so far from the giving freedom to the childron 
of Slaves being a cause to excite insurrection, there are 
instances innumerable of Slaves having preferred to give 
liberty to their children to tuking it themselves. I men- 
tion this to prove that the Negroes are not what they 
have been unjustly represented, and also to prove that 
there can be no danger in emancipating the child before 
the parent; for it is one of the arguments adduced 
against us, that it would be dangerous to emancipate 
the child whilst the parent continues in slavery. When 
I mention this as a strong proof that no danger would 
ensue by emancipating the child before the parent, do 
not let me be misunderstood, do not let me be supposed 
to concede- that the present generation are to be left in 
slavery — God forbid ! I trust the time >% ill come when 
Parliament will (for it can only be done by Parliament) 
take such wise, such prudent and religious measures 
as will secure to our fellow-subjects (for fellow-subjects 
they all are) the enjoyment of liberty, as well as our- 
selves. If we do not persevere in this object and these 
principles, we are not persevering in those principles 
which are the principles that have always actuated the 
British nation. What is our cause ? It is the very same 
cause that gave liberty to this country. Every feeling 
that instigated Englisliaien to fight for their liberty, and 
to form the Constitution under which ive eujoy the bless- 
ings and the happiness we possess, — every feeling of that 
descriptioii exists in this great cause^ One of the most 
painful things that has occurred to me for a long time, 
is to have heard it stated that it h impossible to teach 
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and to encourage religion for fear you should create a 
rebellion., Can there be any thing so monstrous and so 
horrible as to say, that for th6 sake of maintaining any 
one system of government, you are not to inculcate into 
the minds of human beings the doctrines of our hoiy re- 
ligion ; that you are to refuse to give them that glorious 
light which would make them at once good citizens and 
good Christians here below, and by which alone they 
can hope for salvation hereafter ? Can any thing be so 
outrageous ? Can any person hear these doctrines without 
shuddering and without determining to make every ex- 
ertion to do away such a system ? 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am afraid I hav-R taken up 
too much of your time, I ha^e only to add-* -that I trust 
you will all persevere in this great, this just cause, in 
which we must act with temper, but at the same time 
with zeal and firmness. 

Almost every sentence of this speech was received 
with the most unbounded applause, and at the conclu- 
sion of it, the Meeting was adjourned. 
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NOTE to page 85, 



MAJORITY AND MINORITY 
On Mr. Brougham's Motion *' That nn hnfnble Axldress ho. presented lii 
\m MajestVr repvcsonlsng that this House, having taken into their most se- 
rious consideratitjsj the PappvB larJ before thcin relating to the Trial and 
Coudrnination of the R^iv. Johh Hmith, a Missionary in the Colony of Dc- 
merara, deem it their duty now to declare, that they contemplate with seri- 
ous alarm, and deep sorrow, the violation of Law and Justice which is 
manifest in those unexampled proceedings, and most earnestly pray that 
His Majesty will be graciously pleased to adopt such measures, as to his 
Royal wisdom may seem meet, for securing such a just and humane admi- 
nistration of Law, in that Colony, as may protect the voluntary Instructors 
of the Negroes, as well as the Negroes thicmselvcs, and the rest of his Ma- 
jesty'* subjects.; from oppression." 
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Mannei-s, Lord C. 
Macnaugbton, A. 
Marjoribanks, Sir J. 
Morgan, C. G. 
Mackenzie, Sir J. 
Martin, Sir T, B, 
Murray, Sir G. 
Musgrave, Sir P. 
North, J„ XL 
Onslow, A. 
Ommannfy, Sir F« 
Paget, Beikeley 
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Prole, Win. 
Pennanl» C. II. 1>. 
PalmcrstoR, Viscount 
Porcher, Henry 
Pollen, Sir J. 
Pole, Sir Petpr 
PoUington, Viscount 
Percy, Hon. W. 
Pccholl, Sir Thos. 
Pcnruddock, J. H. 
Phillimorei Jos 
Prenrtct^ast, M G. 
Peel, Right Hon. W. 
Pearse, John 
Ridley, Sir M. W, 
Robertson, A. 
Rae, Sir Wm. 
Koh inson, Ht. Hon. F. 
Rowley, Sir Jos. 
Ro!>8, C. 
Rogers, Ed. 



Ros'', lit. Hon. Sir G. 
Robarts, W. A. 
Russell, Jesse W. 
Stopford, Lord 
Stuart, W. (Armagh) 
Stuart, J. (Huntingdon) 
StUart, Alex. 
Seymour, Horace 
Sliaw, Sir Robert 
Somerset, Lord G. 
Somerset, Lord E. 
Shelley , Sir J. 
Stanhope, Hon, J. 
Symner, G»n. , 
Sotheron, Frank 
Shiffiier, Sir G. 
Tindale, N. 
Twiss, Horace 
Trench, F. 
Trant, W. H. 



Tudway, J. P. 
Thompson, W. 
Thompson, G. L. 
Thynnr, Lord H. 
Th>nnc,.Lord John 
UxbridRC, Earl of 
Valletort, Viscount 
V/ethcrall, Sir C. 
Welleslcv, I^ichd. 
Wortleyi J.Stunrt 
Wodehonse, Hon. J. 
Wilson, Thos. 
Wallace, Right Hon. T. 
Walker, J. 
Wcmyss, J. 
Walpolc, lion. J. 
Warrender, Right Hon. 

Sir G, 
Wynn, C.W. W. 
Wigram, Sir R. 



TstLSii?— Sir J. C. Copley nnd R. Wilmot Horton. 



CUve, Viscount 
Brogden, J. 
Townscnd, Hon. H. 
Macqueen, J. 
Michel, J. 
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Williams, Owen 
Williams, T. S. 
Scarlett, J. 
Graham, Sir J. 



Knatchbull, Sir E. 
Hope, Sir W. 
Lfgge, Hon, F. 
Gascoync, General, 



THE END. 



yiUNTKO BT RICH Aim TAYi-OR, 
SHOn-XANfC. 



